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THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST 


By Benjamin B. Warfield. Published by 
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Com- 
pany, Philadelphia. Price, $4.50. 575 pages. 


This collection of some of the ma- 
jor writings of Dr. Warfield concern- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ—who ‘He is 
and what He has done for us—was not 
meant for light reading, for it treats 
exhaustively the major topics under 
consideration. It is not so much a 
study of the life of Christ as an ex- 
position of what the work of Christ 
means. 


The author goes into great detail to 
make it very plain that the only Jesus 
to be discovered in the New Testament 
is a supernatural Christ who was all 
He claimed to be and all His early 
disciples believed Him to be. 


The background of this work is the 
constant stream of objections which 
have been offered by scholars and the- 
ologians as a substitute for the claims 
of Christ. When carefully studied, this 
book will help to answer many of the 
questions about the Lord and His work 
for us as believers. 


The book is slow reading, but tre- 
mendously worth while. It will con- 
centrate the reader’s thoughts upon 
who the Lord Jesus Christ is and what 
He did. It is the type of book that will 
make anyone who takes the time to 
study it come to love the Lord Jesus 
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|. MY PREVIOUS ARTICLE, “The World and the Church” 
(April, 1948, His), I distinctly emphasized that the 
Christian body (by whatever name—church, fellowship, 
association, assembly, etc.) was to be satisfied with 
its own work, and that it was never profitable when 
the Church interfered with the problems of this world. 


I also emphasized that the individual Christians are 
charged by God to be witnesses of His kingdom and 
to be “salt” in the world. We used to say about these 
words of our Lord in Matthew 5:13 that salt preserved 
dead bodies. But modern medical research has revealed 
that the life-power of organisms revolves around the 
salts of the body. The comparison of the Lord means, 
therefore, that faithful Christians are, in the mind 
of God, central elements in the world, even if they 
have seemingly no leading positions in the world. Ten 
righteous men—without being leaders of Sodom and 
Gomorrah—could have saved both those cities. 


In connection with our problem, let us look first at 
the example of the Lord. In His public ministry He 
came into personal contact with the leaders of the 
people of His country in two ways: His teachings, and 
His miracles. And the effect of these activities drew the 
attention of the religious and political leaders to His 
person. 


He dealt first with the religious leaders, the scribes 
and Pharisees. We read how they questioned Him, 
tempted Him, and watched Him, and how He gave 
answers and witnesses to them. Similarly today the 
religious leaders are often the first who come into con- 
tact with the faithful Christian. When the scribes and 
Pharisees and the high priests saw that they could not 
change the witness and effect of Jesus, they asked the 
political authorities—Pilate and the Roman government 
—to help in their problem; and, as we know, they even 
asked that He be crucified. 


The faithful Christian simply follows his Lord in 
this way. As the Lord was a true and faithful witness 
before the scribes and Pharisees, before the Sanhedrin 
and Pilate, so the individual Christian should follow 
the example of his Lord carefully. We notice that, while 
the Lord severely criticized the religious leaders (cf. 
Matthew 23), He did not criticize the political authori- 
ties. He did not even say anything to Herod about the 
murder of John the Baptist. 


The Book of Acts contains sufficient records of how 
the apostles followed Jesus in the same way before re- 
ligious and political leaders. Neither the first martyr, 
Stephen, or the apostles ever criticized the political 
leaders. They never forced them to accept their wit- 
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ness, but their faithful witness and fruitful activity was 
always the reason the authorities persecuted them. 

According to Biblical records and church history, the 
faithful testimony and the resulting persecution are 
the real reasons for the disciples’ witness to world 
leaders. For instance, John Huss, the martyr, was a 
witness to the mightiest monarch of his day, to all the 
chief men of the Emperor, and to the highest represen- 
tatives of the Pope. This is an excellent opportunity 
for the Christian to witness to his Lord and of his per- 
sonal faith in Him. This is why the Book of Acts re- 
cords several addresses given by Peter and Paul before 
authorities. These addresses are the eternal models of 
how and what we should say in the same situation. In 
the last twenty-five years, | have appeared before au- 
thorities perhaps a hundred times in connection with 
my Christian life, and I earnestly advise all my read- 
ers not to come short of or to go beyond the apostolic 
models. 


In some cases when we saw that our witness was re- 
fused and the religious or political authorities were 
going to continue their opposition or persecution 
against us, we used to close our discussion with the 
following words: “Sirs, we acknowledge that you rep- 
resent with human authority your country (or your 
church), but please distinctly notice that we represent 
in this government’s office the Kingdom of God. No 
matter how long this country (or church) exists, we 
know that the Kingdom of God will survive, and what- 
ever you do with our persons, the Kingdom of God 
will never be without witnesses.” 


To show how far a Christian can go in this respect, 
let me tell you this story. During the last war, a Hun- 
garian Christian went to the headquarters of the police 
to ask for permission to continue some suppressed 
meetings. The head of the department asked the Chris- 
tian whether he hated the present enemies of the coun- 
try. He answered, No, because the Lord told him not 
to hate. The chief man asked several other questions 
about the political and national attitude of the Chris- 
tian. He answered according to the Scriptures and 
emphasized that he was a Christian in his mind and 
in his heart, whether in this country or some other. 
The police chief wanted to put him into jail immedi- 
ately on the charge that he was conspiring with the 
enemy. But all the lawyers refused the police officer 
and explained to him that any subject of the state can 
express his convictions in a government office without 
accusation, and especially when asked by a represen- 
tative of the government. 


Another opportunity to witness comes about when 
Christians visit authorities in order to intervene for a 
fellow Christian. In this connection, the New Testa- 
ment records the story of Paul’s nephew who went to 


the captain with the information of the conspiracy 
against Paul; this man listened to the nephew and pro. 
tected Paul. 


In the last twenty-five years, I have often been be. 
fore different authorities in the interest of persecuted 
Christians or suppressed meetings. I never found that 
the authorities a priori refused our intervention. We 
had good opportunities to explain that the character 
of our Christian witness was different from that of 
the local state church. The main problem was usually 
this: whether the established state churches have an 
exclusive monopoly on the preaching of the gospel, or 
not; whether the certification given by a theological 
seminary is the only foundation for preaching or 
whether the Holy Spirit can prepare any Christian for 
the witness, or not. We usually emphasized that formal 
preaching and faithful witness are different from one 
another, and we claimed that right of faithful witness, 
whether privately or publicly. 


Whether by persecution or by intervention, we 
reached the highest church and political authorities of 
our country.* All these officers lost their positions or 
were executed after the war. As we look back now to 
those hours we spent together with them, we are hum- 
bly grateful to see that we were witnesses to them be- 
fore their death. 


Paul wrote about this situation in Philippians 1: 
12-14: “But I would ye should understand, brethren, 
that the things which happened unto me have fallen 
out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; so that 
my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and 
in all other places; and many of the brethren in the 
Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more 
bold to speak the word of God without fear . . . Not- 
withstanding every way . . . Christ is preached; and 
I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” END 


*It is interesting to note in this connection that many of the 
European high authorities—the Czar, the Kaiser, Hitler, Musso- 
lini—heard Christ’s faithful witnesses before their death. Vari- 
ous Christians reached them either by intervening on behalf of 
someone or by being persecuted themselves. One of the last wit- 
nesses to the Czar’s family was Dr. Baedeker, a German Chris- 
tian doctor who made intervention to the Czar on behalf of per- 
sons who had been imprisoned in Siberia or exiled. I have per- 
sonally met Mr. Michaelis, a humble, faithful German Christian 
who for a short time during World War I was the Kaiser's 
Chancellor. He strongly urged the Kaiser not to continue the 
war, but to make every effort to make peace with the enemies 
of Germany. The Kaiser, of course, chose rather to follow the 
opposite counsel of his generals and political leaders in the vain 
hope of a great victory. When Michaelis saw that his advice 
was not heeded, he resigned the office of the Chancellory. The 
Kaiser was in exile when I heard Michaelis preach the gospel 
in Munich before thousands. Hitler also heard the witness of 
faithful Christians, but instead of listening to them, he preferred 
to consult spirits through his mediums. 
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ich Seminary? 





G. Merlin Watson deals courageously with 


a problem that eventually confronts 


every student looking forward to theological training. 


Every young Christian who takes his faith seriously is con- 
fronted sooner or later with the claims of Christ on his life. 
He realizes that salvation obligates him to dedicate his career 
to his Lord. The logical question growing out of this situation 
is, “Shall I enter the ministry?” Perhaps God’s purpose for 
him may take him into some profession or into business where 
he can maintain a witness even more effectively than he could 
if he were in a pulpit; but if the call to the ministry is clear, 
his next query is likely to be: “Where can the best preparation 
for the ministry be obtained?” 


ci. ANSWER to the question, “Which seminary?” ne- 
cessitates prayerful consideration. The whole direction 
and outcome of one’s own life are at stake, and—in ad- 
dition—eternal issues are involved. The wrong kind of 
training may do the prospective minister incalculable 
harm and may defeat the very object of his calling. An 
editor’s slip may be relegated to forgotten files; the doc- 
lor’s mistake has a chance of recovery; the lawyer’s fail- 
ure may endanger a claim; but since the minister of 
Christ deals with souls, his error may send a man down 
the wrong path for eternity. If the choice of school for 
the editor and the doctor and the lawyer is important, 
the choice for the minister is doubly important. 

In the United States and Canada there are scores of 
seminaries which professedly prepare men for preach- 
ing. Within any one denomination there may be half 
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a dozen schools, all of which differ in viewpoint and 
methods. How can a prospective student choose the 
seminary that will best meet his needs? 

Of course there is no infallible prescription, but there 
are several simple, objective criteria that are helpful. 


First, choose a seminary whose statement of faith 
represents a living conviction in accordance with the 
Word of God. In details of belief there will be dif- 
ferences among the most devout. But in general, born- 
again Christians will agree on such central verities as 
the inspiration of the Scriptures, the deity and sinless- 
ness of Christ, objective atonement for sin through His 
death, His bodily resurrection, the personality of the 
Holy Spirit, the necessity of the personal regeneration 
of the believer, and so on. Examine the catalog of the 
seminary to see whether or not it contains a definite 
declaration of doctrinal belief. If a seminary really 
stands for the truth of God, it will not be ashamed to 
say so. If it does not give any statement of faith, or 
if its language equivocates on the main principles of 
Christian truth, beware! 

Again, find out who the faculty are, and what their 
afhliations are. Are they evangelistic and scholarly? 
Where did they obtain their training? To what extent 
are they known to be active in movements that stand 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Having been trained in two conservative and two 
liberal theological schools and now himself the head 
of one of the important seminaries of today, Dr. Wat- 
son is eminently qualified to write on the subject of 
this article. For obvious reasons, the name “Watson” 
is a pseudonym. 





for the vigorous propagation of the gospel? What 
methods of teaching do they employ? A glance at the 
faculty roster in the seminary catalog will answer some 
of these questions, and interviews with sane and spir- 
itually minded men who know the faculty personally 
will disclose further information. The personnel as well 
as the program of the school is important; for educa- 
tion is quite as much the product of contacts as it is 
of courses. No student can derive from the faculty 
a better ministry than they have to give him. 


Still another question is: “Would I wish twenty years 
from now to be known as an alumnus of the seminary 
that I am now considering?” Are the visible trends 
in its affliations and teachings such as to make one 
think that he could count on its influence to support 
his future ministry, or will he find himself an academic 
orphan at the end of two decades? There are many 
ministers today who are in the sad predicament of 
being bound to an institution by graduation and tra- 
dition, and of feeling obligated to it for past benefits, 
when its present theological position is diametrically 
opposed to the gospel which they preach. If they fail 
to support their Alma Mater, they are apparently un- 
grateful children; if they stand with her, they must 
virtually deny their faith. Such an impasse should be 
avoided. Of course, many developments are unforeseen, 
and radical changes may occur in the best of institu- 
tions. Prospective seminarians may not be endowed 
with the gift of prophecy; but forethought can often 
prevent future embarrassment. 


Another criterion for judging a seminary is, “What 
sort of man does it usually produce?” Any school will 
have some graduates who are outstandingly successful 
and others who are conspicuous failures, but the aver- 
age product will usually indicate what the school really 
is. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Does it pro- 
duce Biblical expositors, or experts in church politics? 
Are its graduates noted for their fervor, for their sac- 
rificial spirit, for their missionary passion? Or are 
they looking chiefly for professional advancement? I 
once asked a student why he was considering a sem- 
inary which was avowedly opposed to the spiritual 
truth and standards in which that student had been 
trained. He answered that graduation from that sem- 
inary would give him more prestige in his denomina- 
tion, though there were other more orthodox seminaries 
in the same church. Perhaps it did give him the pres- 
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tige that he sought, but if it did, that is all it gave 
him; for he has no vital message today. When we ren. 
der the final account of our ministry, God will not ex. 
amine us for prestige, but for faithfulness to Christ. 


Even among seminaries of like faith, each has its 
specialty. Some.excel in apologetics; others give strong 
emphasis to Biblical languages and exegesis; others are 
renowned for their practical and homiletical courses. 
Each may have one department that is outstanding, 
better than the same department in other schools. The 
candidate should choose the school which will develop 
his individual talents most fully and train him best for 
the particular work in which he is going. A well- 
rounded course in all branches of theological study 
is desirable. Nevertheless, the man with teaching abil. 
ity, the one with preaching gifts, and the one with skill 
as a pastor deserve different training. Because no one 
school will usually deal equally well with all branches 
of theological learning, one should select the seminary 
that will make the greatest possible contribution to the 
best use of his chief talent in the field where God places 
him. 

There are other criteria which should be considered, 
all other things being equal. Under normal circum. 
stances a man should attend a seminary belonging to 
the group with whom he expects to be affiliated, since 
he ought to become familiar with its polity and prac- 
tices. One would scarcely attend a Presbyterian semin- 
ary to learn Baptist polity, or vice versa. Furthermore, 
the early friendships formed with future colleagues are 
often invaluable. 

Tradition and age have some bearing on one’s choice. 
Faculties and equipment are usually not built overnight. 
An older seminary may be more stable than a young 
one, though sometimes reliance on the past is the first 
stage in the decay to complacency. Historic buildings 
and venerated traditions are like the hoary head de- 
scribed in Proverbs: it is “a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteousness” (Proverbs 16:31). 

A large variety of courses available afford one the 
advantage of being able to find a wider range of in- 
struction in a given field. The student who expects to 
teach may need specialized work in Biblical languages, 
or in theological topics, or in church history, which 
a small seminary with a restricted curriculum cannot 
provide. Usually such study can be reserved for grad- 
uate work, which may be undertaken after the basic 
courses are completed. 

Sometimes, because of financial pressure, scholarship 
funds and propinquity to one’s home or work are prac- 
tical considerations that weigh heavily. The student is 
tempted to choose the seminary that will cost him least 
rather than the one that will help him most. There is 
no reason why aid should not be accepted if it will not 
compromise the beneficiary; but theological education, 
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like everything else, is worth what one pays for it. A 
scholarship is dearly bought if it is accepted at the 
price of jeopardizing one’s convictions and spiritual 
power. 

The student who goes to a seminary that repudiates 
the faith for which he stands may fight his way through 
and come out all the stronger for the battle; but the 
odds are against him. He expends energy needlessly 
in resisting the teaching given him when he could be 
spending the same energy in absorbing truth. Even if 
he emerges from the classroom with unchanged loyalty 
to the gospel of Christ, he has missed the insight into 
spiritual truth and the impetus which a better atmos- 
phere would have provided. Quite unconsciously and 
unintentionally he may adopt forms of thought and 
expression ill adapted to his message, and so may ac- 
quire habits of theological thinking which he will have 
to discard later. 

Furthermore, he may develop a belligerent spirit 





which makes him an annoyance to the faculty with 
whom he studies and which may become a permanent 
attitude toward his brethren in the church. There are 
few men who can enter an atmosphere hostile to their 
faith and resist it successfully, while retaining at the 
same time an attitude of fairness and graciousness. 


When fifty years of life and service are likely to be 
molded in the three or four years spent within the sem- 
inary walls, it behooves the student to choose that place 
where his spiritual life will be deepened and strength- 
ened most fully; where the content of the Word of God 
will be taught him most clearly; and where he will learn 
best how to live for Christ. In the words of Richard 
Baxter’s famous couplet, the seminary of his choice 
should teach him how to preach the gospel of the Cross 
and of the Resurrection 


“cc 


. » » aS never sure to preach again, 
And as a dying man to dying men.” END 


Tes MAN who, under God, was used perhaps more greatly than 
any other to help Christian college students in the Bay Area of 
California, was called home to be with the Lord November 30, 
1950. He was the Rev. Vernon V. Morgan—minister, missionary, 
radio Bible teacher, and friend of students. 


Through his vision and faith the Bible League at the Univer- 
sity of California became an active, alert testimony for Jesus 


A Tribute ee ®e 


Christ. A student witness had carried on there since 1928. After 
Mr. Morgan became its leader in 1935, the group grew sturdily 


and began to branch out. Besides its regular on-campus meet- 
ings, the Bible League sent out deputation teams, carried out a 
large-scale distribution of Gospels of John, acquired a student 
house, and began Bible clubs in a number of Bay Area high 
schools. Best of all, students were won to Christ. 

When IVCF came to the West Coast, the Bible League affili- 
ated with it, becoming the IVCF chapter on the Berkeley cam- 
pus while retaining its own articles of incorporation. Several 
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IVCF chapters in northern California look to the U. of C. chap- 
ter as their mother organization. 

Until this summer when he became seriously ill, Mr. Morgan 
was behind the scenes, suggesting, guiding, helping, teaching. 
California students greatly miss this servant of God. 

Mr. Howard Englund, pastor of the Second Reformed Church 
of Zeeland, Michigan, and a University of California alumnus, 
pays his friend and teacher this tribute: 
with authority like his Master, for he spoke on the authority of 
his Master. He was a student, with a wide knowledge of many 
subjects. The Bible he championed as the Word of God in all 
its saving and sanctifying power. And for the whole time, he 
served without remuneration. I have heard many sermons on 
Christ-likeness. I am thankful to have seen at least one.” 


“Mr. Morgan spoke 
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= BIBLE teaches that people who do not have person- 
al faith in Christ have no real purpose in this life and 
no hope in the next. Even those who have no faith in 
or respect for the Bible admit that this is its message. 

In so-called “Christian” countries there is quite com- 
plete unity among believers that faith in Christ is neces- 
sary for everyone—or at least for people who have an 
opportunity to hear of Him. 

This is the point where questions arise. What about 
those places where there are no Christians to tell others 
of Christ? Some groups do not even have their language 
reduced to writing. They could not, therefore, read of 
Christ, even if the Scripture were made available in 
their tongue. They die without a chance of believing 
on Christ. Surely a God of love and justice will not 
condemn them to hell forever for not receiving a Sav- 
iour of whom they have never heard? It isn’t their 
fault—or is it? 

GOD GIVES ALL A CHANCE THROUGH NATURE 

Does God ever send anyone to hell without giving 
him a chance to escape it? We have God’s Word to 
answer this question. “For God’s anger from heaven is 
being uncovered against all the impiety and wickedness 
of the men who in their wickedness are suppressing the 
truth; because what can be known of God is clear to 
their moral sense; for in this way God Himself has 
shown it to them. For ever since the creation of the 
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Can a God of love condemn eternally 


the man who—through no fault of 


his—has never heard the Good News 


of salvation through Christ? 


world, His invisible characteristics—His eternal power 
and divine nature— have been made intelligible and 
clearly visible by His works. So they are without excuse, 
because, although they once knew God, they did not 
honor Him as God, or give Him thanks, but became 
silly in their senseless speculations, and so their in- 
sensible hearts have been shrouded in darkness.”! 

God wants men to know Him. He wants to help them. 
And one of the ways He has made advances toward them 
is in introducing Himself through His creation. In the 
creation He shows His power and His divine nature. 
One need merely look at the stars and think of their 
circuits or at the tiny facets of the eye—each perfect 
for its place and function—to realize that an all-power- 
ful One must have planned and executed them. But men 
have rejected what God has thus made clear. 


GOD GIVES ALL A CHANCE THROUGH INNER LAW 

So God went even further in His efforts to help men 
understand Him. “For all who sin without having the 
law will also perish apart from the law, and all who 
sin under the law will be judged by the law. For merely 
hearing the law read does not make men upright with 
God; but men who practice the law will be recognized 
as upright. Indeed, when heathen people who have no 
[written] law instinctively do what the law demands, 
although they have no law they are a law to themselves, 
for they show that the deeds the law demands are writ- 
ten on their hearts, because their consciences will testify 
for them, and their inner thoughts will either accuse 
or defend them, on the day when God through Christ 
Jesus, in accordance with the good news I preach, will 
judge the secrets people have kept.””? 

Here we see that God placed His law in men’s hearts. 
Men know that some actions are right and others wrong. 
In addition, He gave a conscience to interpret the law. 
If men followed the directions given by the God-im- 
planted law, they would know God’s will, do what they 
could, and be judged accordingly. 

But will the knowledge of God through nature, law, 
and conscience save a man from hell? The Scriptures 
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say No: “. . . by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight.”3 

Then why talk about what God has done to bring 
men to Himself if these things will never justify them 
before God? Because these manifestations of God are 
to bring men to realize their desperate need. Men begin 
to feel desperate when they try to live by God’s law 
without God’s power. Without realizing God’s standard, 
they would not know how far they were falling short. 
But, knowing the law, they try to come up to it and 
realize at once that it just can’t be done. “For all the law 
can do is to make men conscious of sin. But now God’s 
way of giving men right standing with Himself has 
come to light; a way without connection with the law, 
and yet a way to which the law and the prophets testify. 
God’s own way of giving men right standing with Him- 
self is through faith in Jesus Christ. It is for everybody 
who has faith, for no distinction at all is made.’ 


GOD GIVES MEN A CHANCE THROUGH CHRISTIANS 

The Scriptures teach that men who are conscientious 
about God’s revealed law will be given further light. 
This light followed will eventually lead to Christ. If 
not followed, it will lead to the place where Christ and 
God are not—hell! 

Cornelius held a good position. He was very reli- 
gious and devout. He feared God, as did his entire 
household. He gave money generously. He prayed a lot 
and not just spasmodically.s 

Because of his religious fervor and actions one would 
be tempted to say that he was a Christian. On the con- 
trary, the Scripture says Peter was sent definitely to 
Cornelius so that he might tell Cornelius how to escape 
the wrath of God.® 

God saw that Cornelius was willing to do whatever 
was revealed. And God had said that Jesus Christ was 
the only One through whom any could be saved.” The 
only way that Cornelius could know of Christ was to 
be told. So God sent Peter. 

When God saw how earnestly and desperately Saul 
[later known as Paul] served Him—even though errone- 
ous!y—He used Stephen, Ananias, and others to tell 
him of Christ.’ 

God saw the Ethiopian eunuch worshiping in Jeru- 
salem. He saw him reading Isaiah 53 on his way home. 
He saw his longing heart and his lack of understanding. 
To worship, read about God, long to know God, and 
seek after God is not enough. God’s way of salvation 
is by Christ and Christ alone. The eunuch would be 
eternally damned if God didn’t send someone to fill the 
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longing and need of his heart. So God sent Philip to 
tell the eunuch of Christ.’ 


And even in our times God continues His grace. A 
lady from Lapland had a heavy burden of sin and such 
a feeling of depression that she decided to seek help. 
She felt there must be some way to have the burden 
lifted and decided that this must be a task for the true 
God—although she was completely ignorant of Him. 
She felt that there could be no easing of this burden 
of sin apart from Him. Finally she heard of a minister 
in Finland who spoke of the true God, and she started 
out to find him. With many miles yet to go, she inquired 
the road to this minister’s house. The passerby directed 
her and then asked why she wanted to see him. When 
she explained about her burden, this stranger under- 
stood at once, for he too was a Christian. He told her 
of Christ who could relieve the burden and give her 
everlasting life. In simple faith she accepted Christ and, 
without going any further, returned to tell her own 
people. Many of her community came to know Christ 
as Saviour. 


Some years ago I was traveling from Canton to Hong 
Kong. In the car were two Chinese Air Corps officers. 
We had talked of many things when I began to speak 
of Christ. One man was immediately eager to hear more. 
He said that he had never heard of this One who could 
give peace even in wartime. He had sometime before 
ceased his heathen worship because he felt it had never 
done anything to give him a purpose in life. He had 
earnestly prayed that—if there were a God—He would 
reveal Himself to him. As I talked of Christ’s coming 
to manifest God and of His death for our sins so that 
we could have a definite, direct approach to God, his 
eyes pleaded for more. I explained the way of salvation 
again and again; I answered his thoughtful questions. 
Finally he exclaimed, “This is the One I have been 
searching for,” and then and there he accepted Christ 
as his own Saviour. God saw the need of this captain’s 
heart and sent someone to fill it. 

God will lead to a knowledge of Christ every man 
who responds to the impulses of the Holy Spirit which 
are present in every heart. God deals with all men who 
respond to the God-implanted impulses present in every 
heart. He did it in the case of Cornelius. He did it for 
the Ethiopian eunuch. He did it for Paul. He may direct 
the seeker to a Christian or the Christian to the seeker. 
We can trust God to work out the program for those 
who are responding to His pleadings. 

There are those who would bring up such questions 
as “What about the Indians who lived in America be- 
fore any gospel was preached here?” It seems there 
can be but one answer. If there was one who responded 
to the law written in the heart (from experience we 
know they are few) and followed the pleadings of God, 


He either sent someone, some way, to tell him of Christ F 


or directed him to the place where someone gave the 
needed news of Christ. God has done it before, and He 


can and will do it again. We don’t know how He did | 


it or how He does it. We certainly would not know 
how to do it ourselves. The Lord Himself says, “For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways... For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.”/? 

The promises are sure. “And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart.”” “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know 
the Lord.”’? “Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” 
Let us always remember that men of themselves do not 
seek after God. The searching, hungering, and thirsting 
are God-given. Some men respond. The response is the 
fulfilling of the condition, and that puts the promise 
into effect. 


God goes even further than revelations through na- 


oer 


ture, law in the heart, and conscience. We cannot but | 
be awed at His perseverance in trying to draw us to 


Himself. 


He is absolutely just in condemning all who have 
refused to heed light already given. There is not one 
valid reason why He need go one step further. The 
steps He has taken have been ignored or refused. Even 
so, He has given and is giving still another chance. 


GOD COMMANDS US TO TELL THEM 

The law by which He operates in offering another 
opportunity to those who have turned away from His 
preliminary pleadings is very simple but demanding. 
He has commanded us to tell the good news to all, whe: 
ther they respond or not. “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”/4 


Some who have rejected God’s former approaches 
will respond to our presentation of the gospel. If we are 
disobedient to God’s command, we will miss the oppor- 
tunity of winning those whom God wants to win through 
us. This gives us a tremendous responsibility. Some 
say God will send someone to take our place if we don’t 
go. But look at the figures. Almost half the world still 
waits to hear the Good News. This has been true of 
preceding generations also. Has God sent someone in 
place of the disobedient ones? God would have “all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.”’5 He has commanded that the gospel be 
preached “to every creature.”’¢ It is the disobedient 
that leave the unreached without a witness. 

We are going to be judged as to whether we have 
done our part in giving men and women a chance to 
hear. If we faithfully do our part we have no need of 
worry. If we don’t, a fearful judgment awaits us. Both 
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the Old and the New Testaments clearly state this truth: 
“When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; 
and thou givest him not warning, nor ‘speakest to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou 
hast delivered thy soul.” “Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean.”’7 “And now, behold, I know 
that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. Wherefore 
I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the 
blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God.”?8 


Those who have not heard are lost—every one. They 
will be till they receive Christ. If this is not true the 
Bible is a contradiction from beginning to end. It is 
built around the fact that Christ died “for the sins of the 
whole world.”?9 The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said, 
“No man cometh unto the Father but by me.”?? If we 
believe that there is hope for one who has not received 
Christ as Saviour, we are in the same breath saying 
that there is no hope without Christ and there is hope 
without Him. 


Those who respond to His continual pleading and 
the light that He has given them will be led to the Scrip- 
ture or to a Christian who will tell them of Christ and 
His salvation. The vast majority do not respond to the 
very nature that surrounds them and tells them of God 
or to the law written in their hearts and the conscience 
which God gave them. We are their last hope. We carry 
the gospel to them and plead with them in Christ’s 
stead.?/ 


God cares. He is yet doing something about the lost 
—in addition to all He has already done. But do you 
care? If you do—either you are doing something about 
it, or you will start now. END 


1 Romans 1:18-21 (Williams) 
2 Romans 2:12-16 (Williams) 
3Romans 3:20a 

¢Romans 3:20b-22 (Williams) 
5 Acts 10:1-2 

6 Acts 11:13-14 

7 Acts 4:10-12 

® Acts 7:51-58; 9:1-18 

9 Acts 8:26-39 

0Tsaiah 55:8-9 

"Jeremiah 29:13 

12 Hosea 6:3 

13 Matthew 5:6 

4Mark 16:15 

‘ST Timothy 2:4 

16 Ezekiel 3:18-19 

7 Acts 18:6 

'8 Acts 20:25-27 

91 John 2:2 

70 John 14:6 

"II Corinthians 5:18-20 
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Haster tymn 


With joy our voices now we raise 









To sing our risen Saviour’s praise. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

“He lives!” as Scripture surely saith, 

The Victor over sin and death. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

















Our Lord has broken death’s cold tomb 
And sealed the prince of this world’s doom. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 


Now death can hold us nevermore. 









Then let your song still higher soar. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 













Heav’n shouts its joyous praise today, 

Earth makes her glad reply to say, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Angels come down to comfort men, 

“He’s risen!” Sing your praise again. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



















Our Lord now reigns eternally, 

The Prince of life! "Tis He! Tis He! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We'll greet Him on the final day, 

With all the saints we'll gladly say, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 





















BY EDWARD MAY 


The above poem may be sung to the music of 
“Give to Our God Immortal Praise” (page 23 
in the IVCF book Hymns). The author of the 
text is pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
in Portland, Oregon. Reprinted by permission. 















The lodge—center of Campus in the Woods activity 


























an echo from 


Campus in the Woods 


BY G. H. CLEMENT 


W. ARE having a service in the United Church tomor- 
row morning at eleven. Hope you can come.” 

Interested, we asked the young man, who was in his 
late teens, where he and the other thirty or so young 
people were from. 

“A hundred and thirty of us are spending a few 
weeks at Campus in the Woods in the Lake of Bays. 
We belong to Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. By the 
way, he added, “we are holding an open-air meeting 
at seven tonight in front of the general store across the 
road. Like to see you there too if you can make it.” 

We had just parked our car near the post office of 
this Muskoka summer-resort town of Baysville when 
we saw a group of young men and women coming 
around the corner. As they came closer we were in- 
trigued with the fact that most of them carried Bibles. 
Passing the car three of the young men spotted my wife 
and me sitting in the car. They broke away from the 
others, and the spokesman for the three addressed us 
in the above words. 

In the conversation that followed we found that he 
was from Wisconsin, his friends from Nebraska and 
lowa. They were taking a concentrated course in Inter- 
Varsity leadership. It was obvious, as we studied the 
faces of the young folk who had gone by the car, that 
they were of leadership calibre. 

Later we parked our car across from the Baysville 
wharf as we shopped in a store near there. Beside the 
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wharf an army landing craft was moored. Apparently 
it had been converted into a motorized barge. Standing 
on the wharf were these same young men and women. 
One chap was handing out their lunches. Judging by 
the size of these individual lunches their camp activi- 
ties had developed good-sized appetites. After the 
lunches had all been distributed they all bowed their 
heads, and there, before many curious eyes, they 
thanked God for His bountiful goodness to them. 


That evening at seven about thirty young folks stood 
in front of the general store, across from the post office, 
and preached and sang and testified of the wonderful 
grace of God. While they were witnessing of the God 
of Redemption, the superb northland setting was speak- 
ing also of the wisdom and power of God in creation. 
What a perfect setting for an open-air meeting! To 
the left of the group the Muskoka River rushed from 
heights over the dam through immense rocks to the 
lower river. To the right the channel flowed out into 
the Lake of Bays. All around them, just beyond the 
buildings, were steep banks covered with tall pines, 
interspersed with white birch. The air was fragrant 
with the incense of nature. What heart could ever re- 
fuse this dual witness to the God of Creation and the 
Christ of Redemption? 


The next morning as we drove past the wharf on the 
way to the United Church, we saw the barge at the 
wharf. No young people were in sight, for they were 
already at the church, fully prepared for the service. 
And what a glorious service it was! The church was 
packed to the doors. An usher who arrived slightly late 
found his task completed. All seats were taken except 
one or two at the very front. The chairman, a student 
from New Brunswick, led in the invocation. The build- 
ing rang with the singing. About twenty young people 
on the platform formed the student choir. How inspiring 
was their number! A young woman played a violin 
selection. A young man and woman sang a duet. An- 
other young woman sang a solo. The chairman brought 
a challenging message that held everyone’s attention 
from start to finish. 


Meeting some of the young people afterwards we 
found that they came from many states of the Union 
and from several provinces of Canada. They repre- 
sented every major denomination on the continent. 
Yet there they were witnessing together of the universal- 
ity of the gospel: a gospel that breaks down all national 
barriers and overleaps every denominational distinc- 
tion. Each student, true to his country, loyal to his 
church, and yet united in Christ Jesus in a testimony 
that must have touched every heart. How refreshing 
and how inspiring was that morning spent in that lovely 
little northland church! END 
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IVCF Summer Program — 1951 





| N ORDER to meet more adequately the needs of students 
through its summer camping program, Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship this year is modifying somewhat 
its usual schedule of three four-week sessions of inten- 
sive leadership training. 

At Campus in the Woods, beautiful island site in 
northern Ontario, there will be two two-week sessions 
in July. Since there will be no particular emphasis upon 
leadership training at these sessions, they are open to 
any student who gets his application in on time. Such 
subjects as evangelism, the basic doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith, deepening of the Christian life, and knowing 
God’s will are to be considered. Students who wish may 
come for the full four weeks, since each session is an 
independent unit. The first period is from June 30 to 
July 13; the second from July 14 to 30. The cost of 
each two-week session is $40.00, plus a registration fee 
of $5.00. 

The August session is strictly for leadership training, 
and for a full four weeks. Applicants should be officers 
or prospective officers in IVCF chapters and groups, 
whose applications are to be for the full four- 
week period and approved by the local staff 
member. During the August session the two 
main speakers will be Dr. Edward J. Car- 
nell, Professor of Apologetics at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, and 
Dr. W. Robert Smith, Professor of 
Philosophy at University of 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

At both sessions, the 
rural evangelism 
program 


which 
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ABOUT THE ARTICLE 


Gospel teams leave Campus in the Woods almost 


every week end to conduct evangelistic services in 
nearby Canadian resort towns. This unsolicited ar- 
ticle is the reaction of a Hamilton (Ont.) pastor 


who encountered one such team last summer. 


the Lord blessed so signally last summer will be car- 
ried on (see the article, “An Echo from Campus in the 
Woods,” this issue). General Secretary C. Stacey Woods 
expects to be at Campus in the Woods for the entire 
summer as director; each session will also have an 
associate director. James Nyquist, IVCF regional staff 
member in New England, will be the business manager. 
Dates of the August session are August 2 to 30. Cost 
of the four-week session is $80.00, plus a $5.00 regis- 
tration fee. 


The new camp site on Prentiss Bay in northern Mich- 
igan being developed by Inter-Varsity will carry on 
with a program and dates similar to Campus in the 
Woods. Cedar Campus—as the new site is being called 
—will be used mostly to accommodate the Campus in 
the Woods overflow. 


On the West Coast, “The Firs” conference grounds 
in Washington, used by IVCF the past three summers 
for the leadership training camp, has reluctantly been 
abandoned. Tentative plans are being made for a two- 
week general session to be held in southern California 
the end of June and the first part of July. Catalina 
Island and the mountains east of Los Angeles are the 
present site possibilities. 


Another two-week session is in prospect for central 
California, possibly in the Sierras. Both of the Cali- 
fornia conferences are open to any student. Further 
details of these will be announced in a future issue of 
HIS. 


The probability of many of our young people being 
called into the armed service within the next year makes 
it imperative that all who can attend Campus in the 
Woods, Cedar Campus, or the California conferences 
do so this summer. END 





BOUND “HYMNS" 

In answer to several requests, a very limited num- 
ber of bound copies of the revised HymNs has been 
made available. Price, $1.75 per copy postpaid. No 
discounts will be made. These are available only 
from the Chicago office of IVCF (1444 North Astor, 
Chicago 10). 


FROM THE REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 
more intensely and intelligently than before. 
The student who is considering Christian work of 
any kind should regard this book as a “must” for his 
library. —CHARLES H. TROUTMAN 


GOOD NEWS 


By Margaret Erb. Published by Inter-School Christian Fellow. | 


ship, Toronto. 54 pages (mimeographed). 


Margaret Erb, Canadian staff member who works 
principally with Inter-School Christian Fellowship 
(1VCF on the high school level in Canada) has pre- 
pared here an exceedingly helpful series of eight Bible 
studies of some of the basic doctrines of the Christian 
faith. She herself explains that, “Its scope is some- 
what limited, since only eight short passages of Scrip- 
ture are used. The aim in writing this series has been 
to give the student a thorough understanding of eight 
key passages of Scripture so that he or she may be able 
to turn to those passages, and from them to explain to 
another person God’s plan for man’s salvation.” 


The titles of the studies and passages considered are 
as follows: What is God Like? (Psalm 139:1-6) ; What 
is Sin? (Romans 1:18-32); Existence or Life? (John 
8:31-36) ; Is Spontaneous Generation Possible? (John 
3:1-16); Man’s Extremity—God’s Opportunity (He- 
brews 7:23-27); Are You a Son of God? (John 1:10. 
13); Where Do We Go from Here? (Colossians 2:6-7) ; 
What Future is There in It? (Acts 1:6-11). 


Although the book was written for the use of high 
school young people, it is being received so enthusi- 
astically by IVCF staff members who saw advance 
copies that it is hoped it will soon be made available 
to university Bible study leaders. 


Miss Erb is careful to explain that the manual is for 
the use of the leaders only. In her chatty style, she 
takes the leader along all the way from his own careful 
preliminary preparation through each step of the study 
from the thought-provoking introduction to the final 
application. She not only suggests the discussion ques- 
tions, but even anticipates the answers. But, lest the 
leader feel that all he needs do is prop open the book 
and follow directions, Miss Erb warns that hard -vork 
is essential to successful Bible study and that “if you 
do not wish to spend a lot of time studying the Bible 
and preparing to lead a Bible study group, it would be 
better if you did not attempt this series of studies.” 


Good News gives ample evidence that Miss Erb is 
not only an intelligent student of the Bible but also an 
able teacher who knows how to impart her discoveries 
to others. —LST 
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It’s an old axiom that you become tomorrow 


what you are today. That’s why today 


is so important if you want to... 


MAKE YOUR LIFE 


COUNT 


BY WILLIAM MacDONALD 


. YoU want your life tu count? 

Then it’s time to start doing something about it. 
Otherwise you will just drift on through life, like thou- 
sands of others—the vast, teeming majority—and leave 
behind you nothing but the tragedy of a wasted oppor- 
tunity. 

Here are five simple suggestions to keep in mind 
when you think about your future. 

BE SURE THAT YOUR LIFE AMBITION IS WORTHY 

If you are content to devote your life to filling 
people’s teeth, for instance, it is hardly a worthy am- 
bition for a Christian. Fillings are good for this life 
only, and some not that long, but souls live on forever. 
If your desire is to reach men and women for Christ 
and fill teeth to pay expenses, then that is a different 
story. 

Or if your life-plan is simply to alleviate human suf- 
fering through medical skill, you are undershooting the 
Christian mark. There are plenty of unsaved people 
who can do that. But there is something nobler which 
only a Christian can do—to introduce those with ailing 
bodies and sin-sick souls to the Great Physician. 

It is of first importance that you should be building 
for eternity. Someone has rightly said that a fool is a 
man all of whose plans end in time. Over the doorway 
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of the Milan Cathedral are these words: “That only is 
important which is eternal.” How about it? What 
effect will the passing of one hundred years have on 
your program? 

William Kelly, an eminent Greek scholar in Eng- 
land, was approached by a committee from a large uni- 
versity and offered a position as professor of Greek. 
When he turned down the offer, the educators were non- 
plused. One of them asked, “Don’t you want to make 
a name for yourself in the world, Mr. Kelly?” William 
Kelly’s answer betrayed the deep, underlying motive of 
his career. He simply asked, “Which world, gentlemen?” 


MAKE A DEFINITE COMMITMENT OF YOUR LIFE TO 
CHRIST 


What does this mean? It means to tell the Lord that 
He can have you where He wants you, when He wants 
you, to do His will, without any strings attached. 

It means to yield your body a living sacrifice (Ro- 
mans 12:1). Remember the words of C. T. Studd: “If 
Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice 
can be too great for me to make for Him.” 

You can try to dodge this crisis all you want. Some 
try to avoid it by giving their money to the Lord’s work. 
But such attempts are vain. If the fire of God’s ac- 
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ceptance is to fall on you, you must first present your- 
self a sacrifice to Him. 

Have you ever committed your life to Jesus Christ 
to do with it whatever He wants? Does He know He 
can have you? 


IN PREPARING FOR YOUR MISSION ALWAYS KEEP THE 
GLORY OF YOUR CALLING IN VIEW 

Refuse to be sidetracked. 

Marriage diverts some. As Cable and French sagely 
remark in Ambassadors for Christ, “Every man and 
woman has the right to romance but some must be pre- 
pared to forego that right for the sake of Christ and 
the Gospel.” And others must be prepared to delay that 
right until the days of preparation are finished. 

Good-paying jobs divert others. These jobs often 
begin as a temporary stop-gap and end as a comfort- 
able rut. When such a temptation faces you, remember 
the man with the rake in Bunyan’s story. He was so 
busy puttering around in a dung-hill that he did not 
see angels overhead offering him a crown. 

Jowett warns against the peril of becoming a small 
official in a transient enterprise, of hugging the sub- 
ordinate. See that it doesn’t happen to you. 


WAIT PATIENTLY FOR GOD’S LEADING IN YOUR LIFE 

God will guide you if you ask Him. He will guide 
you through His Word. He will guide you through 
miraculous coincidence of circumstances. He will guide 
you through the advice of spiritual Christians. He will 
guide you through a mysterious communication of His 
will in your innermost soul. 

But are you willing to wait? This is a great need. 
Hudson Taylor recognized it when he asked: 

“Do we not need to remind ourselves in these days, 
especially in connection with His service, of the danger 
of impatience and taking things too much in our own 
hands? If we are really waiting on God and doing His 
will, hindrances that are not removed are safeguards, 
keeping us from mistaken courses, and bringing about 
the preparation of spirit necessary in ourselves before 
His best can be given.” 

Moses waited for forty years in the desert. Even our 
blessed Lord waited for thirty years before entering on 
His public ministry. How long are you willing to wait? 


FINALLY, AS GOD GIVES YOU DIRECTION, BE WILLING TO 
FOLLOW HIS GUIDANCE STEP BY STEP 

“Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
He proved his serious intentions by stepping out in 
faith. As he followed the guidance that was given, he 
received more. 

Maybe God is waiting for you to sever some connec- 
tion, to break certain ties before He reveals the next 
stage of the itinerary to you. If you, like Abraham, 
prove your sincerity, He will not fail you. No one has 
ever trusted Him in vain. 
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It was Maclaren who said that the future lies blank 
before young people, ready to receive what they choose 
to write on its page. Listen to the throb of his great 
heart as he writes: 

“If they could but see the possibilities of their youth, 
and the issues that hang on early choice, as clearly as 
they will see them some day, there would be fewer 
wasted mornings of life and fewer gloomy sunsets.” 

You are making your choice now. Whatever it is, 
be sure that you choose well. “Your decision is brief 
but endless.” And remember—only the life that is lived 
for God really counts. END 


THIS MORNING WITH GOD 

(Continued from page 20) 
were equally without life. So, despite their varying out- 
ward appearances, all men are spiritually dead in God’s 
sight until the Spirit of Life (v. 9, the wind) in Christ 
Jesus frees them from the law of sin and death. See 
Rev. 3:1 and Rom. 8:2. Am I spiritually alive? Note 
the test, Rom. 8:9. (3) Israel’s actual restoration to her 
own land (v. 12) is thus depicted together with a mar- 
velous illustration and promise of God’s power to resut- 
rect both body and soul. See John 5:28-29. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 30 
EZEKIEL 37:15-28 (1) Note again God gives another 
object lesson and performs a miracle (v. 17) to illus 
trate a promise. Are you not glad that our God never 
deals solely in abstracts? (2) Ever since the reign of 
Solomon’s son the nation of Israel had been split into 
two kingdoms, known as Judah and Israel (v. 16). Now 
God promised to perform a miracle in uniting them 
(v. 19). True union comes only from God. Can man 
make one genuine stick out of two? (3) “They shall 
all have one shepherd.” What even deeper significance 
had this prophecy than the union of Judah and Israel? 
See Christ’s words in John 10:16 and read Eph. 
2:11-22. (4) Apply v. 28 to your campus and to the 
nucleus of Christians there. Cf. 36:23. 
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 
EZEKIEL 38 (1) Various interpretations have been given 
concerning the identity of Gog and the nations associ- 
ated with him. There are those who for years have 
identified these armies from the north (v. 6) with Rus- 
sia, and claim that Meshech (v. 2) is present-day Mos- 
cow. Be that as it may, what is God’s determined decree 
upon this mighty leader who dares to attack the land of 
Israel (vv. 8-12)? (2) Observe the means God will use 
to defeat such a confederation, a tremendous shaking 
in the land of Israel with world-wide effects (v. 20), 
splits and divisions among armies (v. 21), disease, 
slaughter and fearful precipitation from heaven. (3) 
And what is the result (v. 23)? So must men be 
brought to acknowledge God the Lorp. 
(The March studies for “This Morning With God” 
were prepared by Yvonne K. Woods.) 
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BY MARGARET DeWITT 


how is your bedside manner? 


Jost TWO MONTHS before graduation from medical 
school, I became ill with tuberculosis. Suddenly my 
work —on the wards, in the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship chapter and our newly-organized Medical 
Christian Fellowship, and in the sorority—changed to 
reading, resting, and sleeping. 

Eight months have passed since then. And I have 
learned a lot of things. 


One concerns the bedside manner of visitors. I have 
been concerned with the bedside manner of doctors for 
several years now, but these eight months have con- 
vinced me that Christian students need to do some solid 
thinking about their bedside manners too. 

Let us consider first the length of the visit... 

It may relieve you to know that, though the posted 
visiting time is an hour long, it is not necessary to 
stay that long. In fact, it is more advisable to stay 
20-30 minutes, as long visits can be both dull and ex- 
hausting — although there are exceptions of course: 
family and very close friends are rarely tiring and 
never dull. Just a few days ago a visitor came to see 
me. Three-quarters of an hour later he looked at his 
watch, heaved a deep, audible sigh, and said, “Only 
fifteen minutes more!” Had he left ten minutes earlier 
neither of us would have felt that way! But, of course, 
one would not want to break off a really profitable 
conversation just because the twenty minutes are up. 


Oh yes, there’s another thing—the rule of only two 
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When you pay a hospital 
eall, do you 
plan ahead to make 
the visit 
a blessing to 


both you and your friend? 


callers at a time is a sound one. One cannot really 
visit with more than two people at once, and a hospital 
room is hardly the place for a bull session, especially 
with other patients in the room. 

There is also the matter of when to call. It isn’t 
smart to break the rules, and that is especially true of 
overstaying the visiting hours. The staff have co-or- 
dinated their work with these visitors’ hours, and the 
nurses should not be hindered in getting to the bedside 
with medications, nor should the aides have to chase 
visitors home in order to get the trays and bedpans out 
on time. One caller used to come at 7:55 and stay until 
8:20 (hours are over at 8 p.m.). Such visits are a real 
inconvenience to the staff and as such cannot be fully 
enjoyed by the patient. 

Conversations at the bedside vary terrifically. Re- 
member that the responsibility of conversation is upon 
the visitor, not the patient, although the patient, de- 
pending upon his physical condition, should contribute. 
But the burden is upon you as a caller: The ideal vis- 
itor has half-a-dozen or more new developments in the 
outside world to relate, and the conversation runs 
smoothly from one to another. You would be surprised 
how a quick outline of the sermon you heard on Sun- 
day, a sharing of one of your Quiet Times, or thoughts 
from a recently read book can stimulate conversation. 
Don’t forget that group-singing on special occasions— 
with permission of the staff—can be used as part of 

(Continued on page 36, column 1) 








Sixth in the series of studies 


“Tests of Eternal Life” 


from the First Epistle of John 


OVERCOMING 


= WHATSOEVER is born of God overcometh the 
world” (I John 5:4). 

A man born of God, or regenerate, is not of the 
world. Though in it, he is no more of it than is his 
Lord and Master (John 17:14). The reason for this is 
that the Son of God has chosen him out of the world 
and made him a citizen of His kingdom, which is not 
of this world (John 15:19; 18:36). Having experi- 
enced such a mighty deliverance from the “authority 
of darkness” and such translation into the “kingdom 
of God’s dear Son” (Colossians 1:13), the true believer 
habitually overcomes the world. 


He overcomes the love of the world. The world and 
the things in it—the “lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life’—no longer captivate 
his affections, for they are not of his Father, whose 
love is in him (I John 2:15-16). 

The philosophies and religions of the world, which 
may once have attracted him, now appear foolishness. 
He sees them to be permeated with falsehoods and half- 
truths. He discerns their contrariety to God’s inerrant 
Word. Being a sheep of the Lord’s pasture, he flees the 
voice of strangers and hears only the voice of his heav- 
enly Shepherd and follows Him (John 10:5, 27). 

Worldly pleasures no longer give him satisfaction. 
They are distasteful to him. They appear utterly vain, 
valueless, and unworthy of a child of God and heir of 
the divine Kingdom. In fact, they weary him; for he 
has tasted the infinitely superior heavenly pleasures 
which give fullness of joy unending (Psalm 16:11). 

As for the wealth of the world, he sees that it is de- 
void of real value. His all-wise Lord and Saviour is 
teaching him that “a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 
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BY HERBERT W. BUTT 


12:15) and that “godliness with contentment is great 
gain” (I Timothy 6:6). He knows that true wealth is 
found in that heavenly wisdom, revealed in the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, which is “better than rubies” 
and to which “all the things that may be desired are 
not to be compared” (Proverbs 8:11). In comparison 
with “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” the sum total 
of all the world affords he classes as refuse (Philip- 
pians 3:8). The true Christian knows that his real, 
enduring, and satisfying portion is not here below but 
in Him who is seated at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. His feelings, therefore, echo those of the 
Psalmist when he sang, “Whom have I in heaven but 
thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
thee” (Psalm 73:25). For God, most glorious in His 
boundless and unspeakable perfections, he has found 
to be the only—and the infinitely suitable—object for 
his affections. 

A true child of God overcomes the fear of the world. 
He knows that the world will hate him for refusing to 
conform to its opinions of right and wrong, to its cus- 
toms and ways; nevertheless he is resolute, for fear of 
displeasing God rules his conduct rather than fear of 
man. He loves the praise of God more than the praise 
of man. The ridicule, taunts, or threats of ungodly men 
do not unnerve him. He does not fear what man will 
do to him, for he is persuaded that the Lord of all is 
his helper (Hebrews 13:6). And knowing that the 
world is at enmity with his God, the thought of friend- 
ship with it is abhorrent (James 4:4). He can but 
shun it, for as the sparks fly upward his desires are 
toward God and heaven. 

Have you this mark of regenerating grace? If so, 
it is evident God has given you eternal life in Christ 
Jesus the Lord. END 
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THROUGH THE BIBLE. IN 5 YEARS 


THURSDAY, MARCH 1 
EZEKIEL 9 (1) This vision prefigures 


the destruction of Jerusalem at the 
hand of the Chaldeans. But note who 
gave the command to begin the slaugh- 
ter. Cf. John 19:11. (2) Does God 
allow evil men to work their will in- 
discriminately? Cf. v. 4 with Rev. 
7:3. Remember no one can touch 
God’s children without His permis- 
sion (see Job 1:12 and 2:6). But 
what distinguishes a child of God in 
an age that turns its back on every- 
thing to do with Him (v. 4)? (3) 
Think over the principle involved in 
the words, “Begin at my sanctuary.” 
Cf. I Pet. 4:17. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2 

EZEKIEL 10 (1) Observe here that the 
same one who obeyed God’s command 
to set a mark on all who loved God— 
for their preservation, is now ordered 
to scatter coals of fire on the city— 
for its destruction. Is this not a pic- 
ture of our Lord Jesus, the Saviour of 
all who trust Him and yet the One 
who will take vengeance “in flaming 
fire” on those that obey not the gospel 
(II Thess. 1:7-9). (2) Note concern- 
ing the wheels—which seem to repre- 
sent all the revolving events and cir- 
cumstances of life—that despite their 
complexity, to God they were as one 
and are addressed as such (v. 13). 
Contrast also man’s idea of “blind 
fate” and the wheel of Fortune which 
is blind, with the wheels of Providence 
which are “full of eyes.” Cf. Acts 
15:18 and Eph. 1:11. Do I really be- 
lieve that God orders everything in life 
according to a definite purpose? 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3 

EZEKIEL 1] (1) A caldron (v. 3) re- 
fers to a large brass pot full of boiling 
meat suspended over an open fire. The 
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“wicked counsel” seems to have im- 
plied that to stay in Jerusalem was as 
safe as meat in such a caldron, pro- 
tected by its brass walls from any 
harm from the fire. But God says only 
the dead in Jerusalem will be undis- 
turbed and secure (v. 7). What spe- 
cial equipment will I, like Ezekiel, 
need (v. 5) to disabuse men of their 
erroneous ideas? (2) Contrast the con- 
tumely of v. 15 with the comfort of 
v. 16. Those in Jerusalem have the 
temple, but without God; those in cap- 
tivity have God, though without the 
temple. What kind of “sanctuary” 
have 1? (3) Is it possible for man to 
live in obedience to God’s statutes? If 
so, how (vv. 19-20)? Cf. Rom. 8:4. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 4 

EZEKIEL 12 (1) Observe God did not 
tell Ezekiel the meaning of His strange 
commands (vv. 3-6) until they had 
been performed. What can I learn 
from this? (2) To what natural hu- 
man instinct did God appeal to get 
His message across? See how it suc- 
ceeded (v. 9). Could such a method 
be used effectively on my campus? 
(3) Why was Israel’s prince (vv. 
12-13) Zedekiah, not to see the land 
of his captivity? Note II Kings 
25:4-7. (4) Continue to mark the re- 
frain of this book, “they shall know 
that I am the Lorp” (vv. 15, 16, 20). 
What means did God use to awaken 
Israel and the heathen to this knowl- 
edge? Is this His only way? 
MONDAY, MARCH 5 

EZEKIEL 13 (1) Is the apparently fa- 
miliar acquaintance with the Word of 
God (v. 6) any real guarantee that a 
man is speaking in accordance with 
God’s true message? What is God’s 
verdict (v. 9) concerning those who 
preach out of their own hearts (v. 2) ? 
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(2) What kind of a wall is built up 
by such preaching? The only mortar 
that really holds is the tested mortar 
of God’s Word. Cf. Ps. 12:6. (3) It 
was an ancient custom to have pillows 
under the arms when reclining at 
meals (v. 18). It seems ease and com- 
fort were used to seduce men away 
from God. What is the result of the 
preaching that says God is too loving 
to condemn anyone to hell (v. 22)? 
TUESDAY, MARCH 6 

EZEKIEL 14 and 15 (1) Note how God 
will answer those who pretend to be 
interested in what He has to say. “By 
myself” (v. 7) means not by words 
from Ezekiel but by God’s own deal- 
ing with him (v. 8) or by allowing 
him to be deceived by a false prophet. 
Do I ever pray for the Lord’s guidance 
out of curiosity and not with a prede- 
termined resolve to be obedient at any 
cost? (2) Why were Noah, Daniel, 
and Job singled out as examples of 
deliverance? From what were they de- 
livered? And why? See Gen. 7:1; 
Dan. 6:22; Job 42:10. (3) Unlike 
other trees, the branches of a vine are 
utterly useless (15:3) unless in con- 
tact with the living tree. Compare 
ce. 15 with John 15:5-6. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 

EZEKIEL 16 (1) God here reviews the 
history of Jerusalem or Israel. Hardly 
had they been born as a nation (and 
were indeed but one large family) 
when they were “cast out” into Egypt, 
there to be despised and unpitied (vv. 
4-5). When did God bid this nation 
“Live” (v. 6) ? See Exod. 3:7-8. What 
was the “covenant” He made with 
them (v. 8)? See Exod. 19:17 and 
24:2-8. (2) Repeatedly in Scripture 
the breaking of the first commandment 
is represented in the terms of adultery 
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and prostitution. For what reasons? 
Think over 59b. Judah’s flagrant idol- 
atry made her sister nations Sodom 
and Samaria appear righteous in com- 
parison (“justified,” vv. 51-52). If, 
as a Christian, I allow anything, mu- 
sic, sports career, or a loved one to 
come before God in my affections, I 
am guilty of spiritual adultery. (3) 
What is the most amazing revelation 
of this whole chapter? See vv. 60-63. 
Cf. Rom. 5:8. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 

EZEKIEL 17 (1) Note here yet another 
method God uses to gain a hearing 
from indifferent hearts. (2) In due 
time (v. 12) God Himself explains the 
parable: the first eagle represents the 
king of Babylon, the second, Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. The vine which grew 
from the seed of the land (vv. 5-6) is 
clearly shown to be the king (v. 13) 
set up in Israel. See II Kings 24:17. 
What was Zedekiah’s heinous sin re- 
peatedly emphasized (vv. 15, 16, 18) ? 
Is an agreement with an unbeliever or 
an enemy as binding as that with a 
Christian and a friend? (3) From 
this same cedar God Himself would 
take the highest branch and set it, i.e. 
a king from the royal line and estab- 
lish his kingdom. Who is this king? 
Compare the “dry tree” of v. 24 with 
the “root out of a dry ground” in Isa. 
Bose. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9 

EZEKIEL 18 (1) What lesson did God 
seek to teach the house of Israel 
through His reference to their prov- 
erb? Is it just physical death referred 
to throughout? Cf. Rom. 6:23. (2) 
Observe in God’s measurement of 
character the positive as well as the 
negative requirements (vv. 7, 16). 





EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 
carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answering these important queries: 


l. Is there any example for me to 


seek to follow by God’s help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


Scripture has much to say on this sub- 
ject, e.g. Matt. 25:35-36. The question 
is not so much what wrong I do not do, 
but what good do I do? (3) God is 
not cruelly vindictive (vv. 23, 32). 
Consider how great His mercy is 
(v. 22). What is the only sin He can- 
not forgive? Cf. Mark 3:29. Is it not 
a deliberate refusal to yield to the 
pleadings of God’s Spirit to repent 
(v. 30)? 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10 
EZEKIEL 19 (1) By likening Judah’s 
kings, Jehoahaz (v. 3) and Jehoiachin 
(v. 5) to lions, what did God design 
to reveal as to their character and the 
reason for their punishment? Cf. wv. 
4 and 9 with II Kings 23:31-34 and 
24:15, noting 23:32 and 24:9. (2) 
What is the great lamentation in this 
chapter? Note “thy mother” refers to 
the nation of Israel. What were her 
“strong rods”? Note the emphasis on 
the “dry,” fruitless, withered condition 
of Israel’s royal line. And this in a 
line which might never have ceased to 
have a son on the throne (Ps. 132: 
11-12). (3) But God can make “the 
dry tree flourish” (17:24). Out of 
this very royal line, so long considered 
broken, He raised up Jesus Christ to 
be an everlasting king. Cf. Acts 13:23. 
SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

EZEKIEL 20:1-44 (1) Observe that as 
in the history of Israel the spirit of 
rebellion against God was at work 
from the very beginning, so it has been 
in the history of man. In studying this 
chapter, can you find one word to cor- 
roborate the claim that “the Bible is 
a record of man’s progressive search 
after God”? Note “J chose” (v. 5), 
“I gave them my statutes” (v. 11) and 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 
my life? 

6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 


so on. (2) What is the only reason 
that the people of Israel have been 
allowed to survive for so many cen- 
turies? Consider vv. 9, 14, 22, 41b-44, 
Take time to realize why God has 
chosen us and saved us. Read Eph. 
1:4, 6, 12. (3) Note the familiar 
temptation to conformity with the 
world (v. 32). Israel did not want to 
be different. Am I, too, unwilling? 


Note God’s command (Rom. 12:1-2). 


MONDAY, MARCH 12 

EZEKIEL 20:45-21:32 (1) Jerusalem 
was south (20:46; 21:2) of Babylon 
where Ezekiel prophesied. What event 
is referred to by the drawing forth of 
God’s sword from its sheath? Why 
does He call it “my sword” (v. 5)? 
Can any disaster come upon God's 
children that is not under God’s con- 
trol? (2) This sword despises “even 
the rod” (v. 13) or the rulers. Cf. 
19:14. “The third time” (v. 14) is 
specified because it was Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s third descent upon Jerusalem that 
made a full end of it. (3) V. 21 de 
scribes the methods used by Babylon’s 
king to discern which capital city he 
should first attack, that of Ammon or 
of Judah (v. 20). (4) V. 27 speaks 
of the certain overthrow of the throne 
of Israel, but not forever. Why? Who 
is he “whose right it is’? See Matt. 
2:2. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13 

EZEKIEL 22 (1) Why does God men- 
tion Jerusalem’s sins in such detail? 
Cf. Rom. 3:19. Note the emphasis and 
order in v. 4. (2) How does the Lord 
deal with the stubborn heart (v. 14)? 
See v. 22. Note the significance of the 
place of judgment (vv. 19-21 “in the 
midst thereof”) and compare “in thee” 
(vv. 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12). If I will not 
be melted by God’s love, then I shall 
be melted by His wrath. (3) Note the 
entire corruption of Jerusalem: her 
prophets, priests, princes, and people 
(vv. 25-29). And yet one man could 
have stayed God’s wrath (v. 30). 
What one man has God now found to 
stand in the gap for us to take upon 
Himself God’s wrath that we should 
not be destroyed? Think over Isa. 
53:6 and I Tim. 2:5-6. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 
EZEKIEL 23 (1) If this chapter makes 
me recoil at its outspoken descriptions 


of Israel’s immorality, then perhaps I 


may realize how utterly offensive is all 
such behavior, physical and spiritual, 
in the eyes of our most holy God. (2) 
Remember God is not describing the 
conduct of heathen nations but of the 
people called His own. As Christians, 
do we “dote” on this brilliant profes- 
sor, or on that campus hero, or on 
certain movie stars and other natur- 
ally attractive people (vv. 6, 12, 15), 
all of whom live in utter independence 
of God? If so, that is the sin God 
calls “whoredom.” (3) This sin that 
is practised in secret will be punished 
openly leaving the guilty ones “naked 
and bare” (v. 29). Oh, let me beware 
lest any such dalliance should alienate 
God from me (v. 18)! 


THURSDAY, MARCH 15 

EZEKIEL 24 (1) Recall the simile of 
the caldron (11:3). Here God says 
Jerusalem is indeed a pot but not for 
safety to those within, for the Chal- 
deans who heap wood on the fire will 
devour the inhabitants piece by piece 
and then burn the very pot itself, im- 
pregnated as it was with its own rust 
(“scum”). Who gives orders for kin- 
dling the fire (vv. 9-10)? Cf. v. 14. 
(2) How often have I sung, “Love so 
amazing . . . demands my life, my 
soul, my all.” But if God should ask 
me to give up a loved one, perhaps 
the one who is “all” to me, would I 
obey as Ezekiel did (v. 18), even to 
refusing to indulge myself in grief— 
should God’s work so demand? 
“Dumb” (v. 27) may mean Ezekiel’s 
silence in regard to Jerusalem from 
this day (v. 1) until 33:22. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16 

EZEKIEL 25 (1) Here begin the warn- 
ings of God’s judgment upon the na- 
tions round about Israel. Remember 


when God judges, He deals first with 
those who have had the most light. 
See I Pet. 4:17. Hence God overruled 
Nebuchadnezzar’s divinations (21:20- 
22) that he might attack Jerusalem 
first and then the Ammonites. (2) V. 5 
was literally fulfilled when, after Ne- 
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buchadnezzar’s conquest, the Arabians, 
a nomad people whose wealth was in 
cattle, were allowed to possess the 
cities of Ammon. (3) Note the con- 
nection in each case of judgment with 
an attitude or action towards God’s 
people of Judah. What end did God 
have in mind in each judgment? See 
vv. 5, 7, 11, 14, 17. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17 

EZEKIEL 26 (1) Tyre was a strong 
wealthy city of the Phoenicians, fa- 
mous for its trade. Its stronghold was 
on an island close to the Mediter- 
ranean coast. The prophecies in this 
chapter were literally fulfilled when 
God brought wave after wave (v. 3) 
of attack against Tyre, first by Nebu- 
chadnezzar and finally by Alexander 
the Great. It was his army which laid 
Tyre’s stones, timber and dust in the 
water (v. 12) to make a mole between 
stronghold and shore. (2) Note Tyre’s 
sin (v. 2)—rejoicing in the removal 
of a commercial rival. When a fellow- 
student has to leave school, do I think 
only of “replenishing” myself—taking 
his place for myself, his office, his girl- 
friend perhaps? What other attitude 
could I show in such a situation? 
SUNDAY, MARCH 18 

EZEKIEL 27 (1) Although Tyre was at 
this time at the height of its prosper- 
ity, yet God instructed His prophet to 
write its funereal epitaph. Note in all 
the description of Tyre’s beauty and 
wealth, only one reference is made to 
its all-prevailing sin (v. 3). What was 
this? Cf. Prov. 16:18. (2) Observe 
how many of its imports were luxury 
goods. But what Judah and Israel 
traded (v. 17) were basic necessities. 
In my relationships with others, what 
kind of wares am I offering, that 
which is merely ornamental, or life- 
sustaining fundamentals? (3) Tyre 
was already replenished (v. 25) when 
she expressed a desire for further re- 
plenishment (26:2). Am I as eager 
for spiritual replenishment as so many 
are for material? 

MONDAY, MARCH 19 

EZEKIEL 28 (1) The prince of Tyre is 
here singled out for special denuncia- 
tion, doom, and lamentation. What 


was his peculiar sin (v. 2)? What 
were the contributing factors to such 
an attitude? The more wealth and the 
more wisdom a man has the more apt 
he is to consider himself sufficient 
without God. (2) Many have seen in 
vv. 12-19 a deeper significance in re- 
ferring this description to Lucifer or 
Satan who was most definitely in Eden 
(v. 13). Cf. Gen. 3:1 and Rev. 20:2. 
Note double mention of his “creation” 
(vv. 13, 15) and his destruction (vv. 
16, 19). (3) How was the Lord to be 
glorified in Zidon and how eventually 
in Israel? Note once again what God 
desires men to learn from His deal- 
ings with them as nations and indi- 
viduals. Are my friends learning this 
from observing me? 


TUESDAY, MARCH 20 

EZEKIEL 29 (1) Note this prophecy 
against Egypt was given just at the 
time when the king of Egypt was com- 
ing to help raise the siege of Jerusa- 
lem (Jer. 37:5). What kind of sup- 
port did they prove to Israel (vv. 
6-7)? What can I learn from this 
about placing all my confidence in the 
promises of worldly men? (2) The 
historian Herodotus says of this Phar- 
aoh (v. 3) that he was so elevated 
with his prosperity as king for 25 
years that he boasted, “God himself 
could not cast him out of his king- 
dom.” What did he not know then that 
he learned later (v. 9)? (3) How 
could a tyrant like Nebuchadnezzar be 
said to “work for God” (v. 20)? 
Could God possibly use the Commu- 
nists to accomplish His purposes? 
Think over Isa. 10:5-7 and Ps. 76:10. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 

EZEKIEL 30 (1) Observe when God’s 
judgment falls on a nation, it falls 
too on all those who are intimately 
“mingled” (v. 5) with her, including 
those of “the land that is in league,” 
or the people of the covenant, that is, 
the remnant of Israel that went to 
Egypt contrary to God’s command. 
See Jer. 44:1, 12. Do I seek associa- 
tion with those with whom God is dis- 
pleased? (2) Before God broke both 
Pharaoh’s arms (v. 22), what did He 
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passages followed by the Senior Notes 
of the Scripture Union series. North 
American office of the Scripture Union 
is 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, On- 
tario. A year’s subscription to the 
Senior Notes is 75¢, provides extra 
help on these same passages. 





do by way of warning (v. 21)? This 
took place when Nebuchadnezzar de- 
feated Pharaoh’s army at Carchemish 
(Jer. 46:2) by the Euphrates, and was 
followed by Nebuchadnezzar’s descent 
upon the land of Egypt itself. What 
do vv. 21-25 reveal concerning God’s 
hand in history? Cf. Dan. 4:35. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 22 

EZEKIEL 31 (1) In warning Pharaoh 
of his approaching fall, for what two 
reasons did the Lord sketch the history 
of Assyria? In what two ways could 
Egypt be said to resemble the Assyr- 
ian nation? (2) “The trees by the 
waters” (v. 14) refer to nations by 
great rivers, such as Assyria by the 
Tigris and Egypt by the Nile. When 
nations and individuals enjoy special 
natural advantages of position or cir- 
cumstance, what kind of spirit do they 
tend to adopt? Is God pleased with 
this? (3) Today as you consider 
greatness and glory, meditate on Jer. 
9 :23-24. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23 

EZEKIEL 32 (1) What can one judge 
as to the character and conduct of 
Pharaoh from God’s likening him to a 
lion and a whale (v. 2)? (2) Ob- 
serve in connection with all these 
prophecies of judgment the Lord calls 
for wailing and not rejoicing. Why? 
See II Pet. 3:9b and I Tim. 2:4. (3) 
Certain nations are mentioned whose 
fall occurred before that of Egypt by 
way of comfort to Pharaoh (v. 31). 
Note one thing all these had in com- 
mon (vv. 23-27). Mighty as they were 
and fearful, yet God is mightier and 
more to be feared (v. 32). Never for- 
get this. See Isa. 8:12b, 13. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 24 

EZEKIEL 33:1-20 (1) Observe God 
does not bring judgment on a people 
without providing for its announce- 
ment. He appoints a watchman to 
give warning. Why? Note v. 11. (2) 
Who are God’s watchmen today? Only 
missionaries and preachers? Was the 
command of Mark 16:15 only for 
these? Compare the awful finality of 
v. 9 with Mark 16:16 and the solemn 
judgment of v. 8 with I Cor. 9:16. 
(3) God judges men after their own 
ways (v. 20), according to their own 
choice. V. 18 does not refer to one 
fall into sin but rather to a deliberate 
turning from the right path and a con- 
tinual walk in iniquity by choice. See 
Ps. 37:23-24. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

EZEKIEL 33:21-33 (1) During the 
whole siege of Jerusalem until the ar- 
rival of one who had escaped, Ezekiel 
was dumb, either literally so, or fig- 
uratively in not addressing any mes- 
sages directly to Israel (see cc. 25-32). 
(2) When “the city” was smitten, the 
stubborn people imagined “the land” 
was still theirs to possess. What was 
God’s longstanding avowed intention 
concerning this land under such cir- 
cumstances? See Lev. 26; especially 
vv. 14, 15, 31, 32. Why must this take 
place? See Ezek. 33:25-26. (3) Do 
vv. 31-32 describe my attitude and 
reaction to the Word of the Lord 
through His faithful messengers? Note 
a similar contrast between hearing and 
doing in Matt. 7:24-27. 

MONDAY, MARCH 26 

EZEKIEL 34 (1) Upon whom did God 
lay the responsibility for the disasters 
that had come upon His people? What 
is the primary duty of shepherds or 
pastors (v. 2)? (2) How did the Lord 
promise to meet the need of His spir- 
itually starved people? Who is meant 
by the “one shepherd . . . my servant 
David”? See John 10:11 and Heb. 
13:20. Am I letting Him feed me day 
by day? (3) Note the distinction be- 
tween the rams and he-goats and the 
rest of the flock. How did the former 
become “fat cattle’? They represent 
the leaders and rulers of the people, 





Contrast their rule with that of God's 
true shepherd. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27 

EZEKIEL 35 (1) Observe how the pun- 
ishment of Mt. Seir (or Edom) corre. 
sponds with its iniquity — “perpetual 
hatred” leads to “perpetual desola- 
tions”; shedding the “blood” of others 
leads to the shedding of their own (vy, 
5, 6,9). Does God mean what He says 
in stating that He will “give every 
man according as his work shall be” 
(Rev. 22:12)? (2) Note how the 
“envy” and “hatred” (v. 11) between 
the two brothers Esau and Jacob was 
prolonged and extended into national 
envy and hatred between their de- 
scendants, the people of Mt. Seir and 
Israel. Of what should this be a warn- 
ing to me? Is there any root of envy 
or hatred in my heart? See Heb. 
12:15-16. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 

EZEKIEL 36 (1) Contrast this message 
to the mountains of Israel with that of 
6:2-3. What reputation had attached 
itself to the land of Israel, because of 
the judgments God had poured out 
there, first on the Canaanites and now 
on the Israelites themselves (v. 13)? 
Contrast its latter reputation (vv. 35- 
36). Could God accomplish such a 
change in a human life, in mine for 
instance, from wasteful and harmful 
tendencies to positive beauty and bless- 
ing? (2) Why did God take so much 
trouble over a people who had pro- 
faned His name? Think carefully over 
His reason (v. 22). Cf. Ps. 115:1. 
(3) Vv. 25-27 reveal God’s eternal 
methods of transforming a sinner into 
a saint. Adequate coverage is provided 
for past sin and ample provision is 
made to eliminate present and future 
failings. How can this be? Cf. Jude 
24. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 29 

EZEKIEL 37:1-14 (1) Why do you 
think God caused Ezekiel actually to 
see dry bones come to life? Of what 
was this miracle a picture? (2) Ob- 
serve the condition described in v. 8 
—to all appearances a better condi- 
tion than that of v. 2—and yet both 


(Continued on page 14, column 2) 


HIS, MARCH, 1951 


















A RR SAL AT RAS RASS 















ae te 
Ceneseceenaahadsatse 








i. HIS B MINOR MASS Johann Sebastian Bach has set 
to music a Lutheran church service of communion—or 
mass. He wrote this composition for the churchgoers 
of the college town of Leipzig, and today college mus- 
ical organizations often perform the work at Easter 
time. 

Faith to Bach was a liberating force. He would not 
be confined to the Lutheran dogmas or to any other 
bonds of earthly manufacture. Thus we find neither 
preaching nor puritanism in his music. 

To Bach the central problem of faith centered around 
Redemption. Christianity to him was a positive force. 
He would say with Paul that he is “determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified” (I Corinthians 2:2). 

A traveler in Germany once inquired in which church 
he would be likely to hear the best music. The reply 
was: “We do not have any music in church.” Taken 


aback, he asked if no hymns were sung. Replying in 
the affirmative, the informant seemed to have no idea 
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that this was to be considered music; it was a religious 
exercise into which music came incidentally but in such 
a subordinate place as to be hardly regarded for its 
own sake. In the proper conception of sacred music, 
music is not the object; devotion is. The performance 
should not be regarded as musical, but religious. 

Theologian Bach makes this point very clear in the 
“Credo,” one of the better known sections of the Mass. 
He understood what the Greek Fathers had in mind in 
the Nicene Creed when they took such pains to set forth 
the identity of Christ with God and yet assert the di- 
versity and independence of their persons. To Bach 
the parallel passages of the Et in unum Dominum— 
“Deum de Deo” (God of God), “lumen de lumine” 
(light of light), ““genitum non factum” (begotten, not 
made), “con substantialem” (of like substance) —were 
not merely empty sounds to be turned into music; they 
were his belief—to be translated into music. 

To do this he has two singers sing the same notes, 
but in such a way that it is not the same. The voices 
follow each other in strict canonic imitation; the one 
proceeds out of the other, as Christ proceeds out of 
God. Bach thus proves that doctrine can often be ex- 
pressed more clearly and satisfactorily in music than 
in words. His exegesis of these passages of the Nicene 
Creed has resolved the disputes that excited the Eastern 
world for many generations and finally delivered it over 
to Islam; his presentation of the doctrine makes it ac- 
ceptable and comprehensible to minds that are not 
otherwise attracted to doctrine. 

Christians should not attend performances of Bach’s 
Mass for entertainment alone, but for the opportunity 
to partake in a sublime experience of fellowship with 
God. The first chord takes one into the world of great 
and profound emotions which one does not leave until 
the final cadence. Bach here presents faith with its 
larger and objective aspects coupled with personal sub- 
jectiveness. In the dewy-fresh,. flowing music of the 
Et in unum spiritum sanctum Bach’s imagination was 
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fired by the word “vivificantem”; he depicts the Spirit 


” 


as “that which makes alive.” Anyone who will leave 
behind the hidebound conceptions of the earthling will 
say that this typifies the entire composition —“that 
which makes alive.” 

Leopold Stokowski has admirably summed up the 
qualities that make the Mass one of the sublime artis- 
tic creations in the field of music. The “Mass in B 
Minor is planned on a vast scale, and the texture of 
the music is complex and highly concentrated, reveal- 
ing a slow and rich outwelling of his inspiration . . . 
It has cosmic vastness of expression and consciousness 
. . » The parts which are in reality prayers, such as 


the beginning of the first ‘Kyrie,’ have the intensity 
and simple directness that probably is always one of 
the chief elements in prayer . . . In many places, such 
as the great choruses of the ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo,’ 
the ‘Credo,’ the ‘Sanctus,’ the ‘Osanna,’ there is a blaz- 
ing jubilation like radiant sunlight. It is as if all 
Nature, man, the planets, the whole universe were sing. 
ing together . . . At certain moments in the Mass, such 
as the ‘Qui tollis’ and ‘Et incarnatus’ and ‘Crucifixus, 
there is in the music profound mystical intensity that 
could only have come from the spirit of a man who was 
moved to the uttermost of his being.” END 


Multnomah’s help for graduate students 


0). POSSIBILITY for the 1951 crop of college and uni- 
versity graduates as they face the immediate future is 
to augment their newly earned degrees with a year of 
intensive Bible study—such as that offered in a special 
graduate-level course by Multnomah School of the 
Bible, Portland, Oregon. The purpose, of course, would 
be to better equip themselves for the work—whether 
so-called secular or Christian—to which the Lord is 
calling. 

Thirty-two hours are required for graduation from 
this two-semester course. Of this total, 10 hours are 
made up of Bible Exposition and Bible Synthesis on 
the graduate level, including the exposition of Gala- 
tians, the prison epistles of Paul, the epistles of Peter 
and John, and Revelation. An additional 12 to 16 
hours are made up of courses in Romans and Hebrews, 
Bible Synthesis and Doctrine, where the graduate stu- 
dents attend classes along with the undergraduates. An- 
other 2 hours are devoted to a practical course on the 
place of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. 

For the remaining 4 to 8 hours, the graduate may 
elect any of the other courses in Bible, Christian Edu- 
cation, Evangelism, History, Greek, and Music. Among 
the electives, there is a wide selection from the follow- 
ing subjects and others: Dispensational Truth, Old 
Testament Prophecy, Child Evangelism, Daily Vacation 
Bible School, Pedagogy, Sunday School Administration, 
Homiletics, Public Speaking, Christian Ethics, Missions. 

In their eagerness to get all the Bible knowledge they 
can in one year’s time, several students carry more than 
the minimum of 16 hours per semester. 


One of the greatest assets of the school, according 
to its enthusiastic students, is its faculty of consecrated, 
able men and women. Daily chapel services with Chris- 
tian ministers and laymen as the speakers are a regu- 
lar source of inspiration and blessing. Training in 
practical Christian work is provided both in the class- 
room and in various forms of public service which give 
the students abundant opportunities to reach others for 
Christ through the expression of their talents. 

A considerable number of these graduate students 
have heard God’s call to the mission field. At Mult- 
nomah their vision and preparation are furthered 
through missionary contacts and missions classes and 
prayer groups. 

The graduate students—about 35 of them are en- 
rolled this year—not only take part in the regular life 
of the school, but they have their own group activities 
as well—class meetings, prayer periods, and social 
functions. 


For Christian graduates who are not clear as to the 
next step, a Bible course such as the one described 
here would be a profitable way to spend a year while 
looking to the Lord for His further guidance. 

For more information regarding either the regular 
course of study or the special one-year graduate course 
write to the Registrar, Multnomah School of the Bible, 
632 N.E. Holladay Street, Portland 14, Oregon. 





The editors of u1s are indebted to the Rev. James Braga, fac- 
ulty member at Multnomah School of the Bible, for the back- 
ground material from which the above facts were prepared. 
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a MOUSE in Marcia’s coat pocket reared up on his 
hind legs, adjusted his glasses, and drew out his vest 
watch. 6:55 A.M. “Cheese time at seven,” he mused. 

Then he settled down to his task of peering through 
the pocket slit. One eye open, then two—Marcia leaped 
out of bed, jumped into her jeans, grabbed her coat, 
and dashed out of the room—almost bumping over the 
night stand with an unopened black leather gilt-edged 
book lying on it. 

“A new appropriation must have come through” con- 
jectured the student on the mouse’s right as she spied 
the golden pancakes. “Kind of miss the dry toast, 
though.” 

Marcia accepted the passed plate. Under the top 
cake—a little overdone—was a honey-colored one. Her 
fork stabbed it out. “Good breakfast, huh?” she re- 
marked. 

“Eight o’clock psych, check; nine o’clock philosophy, 
check; ten o’clock English lit—perish the thought! I 
was supposed to look up in Webster the identification 
of those Olympian gods . . .” Mousie heard Marcia 
thinking out loud as she rushed through the dorm lobby 
and down the stairs. 

Marcia didn’t speak to Jane, a casual acquaintance, 
but brushed on to Gerry. “Be a pal, won’t you? How 
about letting me take a look at your notes?” Marcia 
opened her looseleaf and copied: “Zeus, the supreme 
deity of the Greeks, answering to Roman Jupiter. He 
was the son of Cronus and .. .” 


307 Decker Hall. Home, sweet home! But it was 


eleven o’clock and time for “The Loves of Lucia Lam- 
bert.” Marcia snapped the radio on. 

“Roommate, I don’t know about you, but I have an 
econ term paper to write. Please turn off the soap 
opera.” The mouse shifted uncomfortably as exchanged 
retorts were followed by separating silence. : 
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House im your Pocke 


BY CAROLYN KEEFE 


It was a welcome change for Marcia to be able to 
spend an afternoon shopping. “Harry’s car runs like 
a dream,” she mumbled, waiting for a green light. In 
front of her a maroon 1941 model had trouble getting 
started. “Get going, you dumb driver. I don’t have all 
day.” 

A tan cashmere slipover! Just what she wanted for 


her birthday! 


“Fourteen dollars and thirty-seven cents out of fif- 
teen dollars. Here’s your change, Miss. Thank you,” 
smiled the clerk. Marcia counted the change once, then 
again. Fourteen dollars and thirty-seven cents, forty, 
fifty, fifteen dollars—and twenty cents left over! Just 
enough for a lemon soda. “So what, I didn’t make the 
mistake,” thought Marcia. 

Two black shining eyes saw a trickle of lemon fizz 
run down the soda glass, onto the counter, and over 
the inch-thick marble slab. From his seclusion the 
rodent flashed a bright red tongue and caught the drops 
of yellow liquid. It tasted bitter. 

“Guess I’d better flip a coin. Heads, Camera Club; 
tails, Christian Fellowship.” 

(Continued on page 29, column 2) 
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the Chinese 


THAN 10 
ONE SIDE” 


BY DAVID H. ADENEY 


M.. TZE-TUNG, the Chinese Communist leader, in a 
much-quoted statement concerning the impossibility of 
compromise between “socialism” and “imperialism” 
says, “You lean to one side! Exactly so . . . if we 
are to achieve victory and make that victory secure we 
must lean to one side . . . There is no exception. You 
cannot walk if you sit on a wall.” 

If it is true in the field of politics that a policy of 
compromise is impossible, how much more important 
is it that Christian witness be characterized by a stead- 
fast loyalty to Christ alone. Christian students in China 
living under the new regime soon discovered that it 
would be utterly impossible for them to take a middle- 
of-the-road position. They were quite prepared to give 
their wholehearted support to reform measures insti- 
tuted by the new government, but when it came to mat- 
ters of faith they found that there was inevitably a clash 
of loyalties. Either they must take their stand as Chris- 
tians and be ready at all times to give an answer for 
the hope within them, or they must start on the down- 
ward path of compromise which eventually will lead 
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An up-to-date report 
on Christianity 


behind the bamboo curtain 


to a definite denial of their Saviour. Those whose faith 
lacked a true foundation and were not prepared to en- 
dure opposition and ridicule were soon overcome by 
the flood of atheistic materialism which swept over the 
land. 

Soon after the change to the new regime, a number 
of Christians were enrolled in a government service 
corps. One Sunday morning the corps was called to- 
gether and the leader asked how many were Christians. 
Sensing the bitterly hostile atmosphere few of the Chris- 
tians dared publicly to confess their faith in Christ, but 
those whose courage failed them soon had reason to re- 
gret their fearfulness, for they were informed that in 
the future only those who had raised their hands would 
be permitted to go to the local church. 

It is tremendously important that we should not un- 
derestimate the strength of the forces that are oppos- 
ing Christian witness today. In China, for instance, 
Communism cannot be regarded as merely a political 
system. It is essentially a religion which seeks to gain 
control over every part of the life. Although it pro- 
fesses to be entirely materialistic, scorning idealism and 
the things of the spirit, it is bound to cater to the spir- 
itual needs of its followers. The Communists attempt 
to provide a counterfeit for every vital Christian experi- 
ence. As Christianity calls upon us to be “transformed 
by the renewing of your mind,” Communism aims to 
change the thinking of its adherents so that they will 
conform completely to the teaching of the party. Al- 
though truth is regarded as relative and not absolute, 
Communist doctrine—with its faith in man’s natural 
ability to overcome even the forces of nature and even- 
tually produce a materialistic utopia—is spoken of as 
the Truth. No deviation from the “party line” is per- 
mitted, and a wholehearted allegiance to the cause of 
the revolution is demanded. 

Complete obedience to Communist leadership, utter 
abandonment of the life of ease, and willingness to 
suffer in the service of others are regarded as the high- 
est virtues. In great mass meetings, in singing and 
dancing—as well as in enthusiastic study groups—an 
emotional experience is produced which one Commun- 
ist student suggested could be likened to the Christian 
experience of the filling of the Holy Spirit! 

Communism is definitely a missionary movement. 
Students volunteer for service in the propaganda teams, 
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and they are constantly on the lookout for weak Chris- 
tians who can be won over to their side. By demon- 
strations, indoctrination classes, discussion groups, and 
attractively printed literature every effort is made to 
convert men and women to the teaching of Karl Marx. 
At least in the larger centers there is little physical per- 
secution, but the spiritual conflict is none the less real. 
More subtle methods are used, and only those who are 
truly “strong in the Lord and in the power of his 
might” can withstand the constant pressure from with- 
out. Thank God for many who have maintained a true 
witness! Others have been grievously wounded but 
their faith has not completely failed them, and after 
their restoration they have strengthened their brethren. 
On the other hand we have seen with sorrow some who 
once “ran well” but have now fallen in the battle and 
are lost to the cause of Christ. 

I well remember writing to a leader of a Christian 
Fellowship; when no reply was forthcoming, inquiry 
revealed the sad fact that he had drifted away from 
the Lord. But prayer was constantly made for him by 
the Church of God, and one day our hearts were glad- 
dened by a telegram that told of his restoration. Later 
we heard the full story. 

Long before he entered the university he had been 
in touch with Communism; for his father, a Commun- 
ist, had been killed by the Nationalists. As a student 
he heard the gospel and finally became a Christian and 
took some responsibility in the local church. Realizing 
that the change of government would inevitably mean 
testing, he determined that whatever happened he would 
remain true to his Lord. Gradually — however — the 
number of active Christians dwindled, the Fellowship 
prayer meetings closed down, and he himself started to 
neglect communion with the Lord. This in turn led him 
to avoid other Christians for fear they would inquire 
why he no longer attended church services. Gambling 
and other sins entered into his life, but all the time he 
was conscious of an inward conflict. 

In an effort to justify himself he studied textbooks 
on the new ideology, but they failed to satisfy him. He 
even went a step further and wrote an article criticiz- 
ing Christianity. Members of the Communist Youth 
Party were delighted with it and urged him to send it 
to the town newspaper, assuring him that he would be 
well paid for it. Written by one who was known as 
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a Christian they felt that it would do much to persuade 
people to give up superstitious belief in God. Its pub- 
lication was however delayed, perhaps through the ef- 
forts of a Christian in the newspaper office. 

Meanwhile Easter was approaching and on Good Fri- 
day, the Spirit of God, still striving within him, re- 
minded him of Judas; he felt that he too had betrayed 
his Lord. On Easter Day he decided that he would slip 
into the service and listen to the music, though still he 
cherished a feeling that the Church must eventually be 
crushed out of existence. But the message of the Resur- 
rection reminded him that the history of the past al- 
most two thousand years testifies to the failure of men 
and movements that have attempted to destroy the 
Church of the living God. 


The next day he met a Christian friend who prayed 
for him, but he himself still could not pray. Another 
day passed and his friend came to see him again; this 
time as they prayed together it seemed to him as if 
Christ placed His nail-pierced hands on his head; all 
opposition was broken down, and in the midst of his 
tears he rededicated himself to God. A little later he 
had a remarkable dream during which the question 
was asked, “Why do you not give the gospel to the 
multitude who are dying in their sins?” Since then he 
has spent much time in prayer and is now taking a 
course in a Bible college. He is one of many who, like 
the prophet of old, can say, “Rejoice not against me, 
O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit 
in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.” 


It would, however, be wrong to give the impression 
that Christians in the universities are only on the de- 
fensive. Far from being depressed by the criticism of 
their fellow students, many rejoice that they are counted 
worthy to suffer for the sake of Christ, and through 
their witness some even of their opponents have been 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth. One who was 
a Communist group leader received a copy of a book 
written especially to help Christians to give a reason- 
able answer to those who deny the existence of God. 
He was much impressed by what he read and decided 
that he would visit some of the Christian Fellowship 
meetings. 


Finally, after talks with a number of its members 
and the author of the book, he himself became a Chris- 
tian. When asked by his old friends to write a report 
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explaining why he had embraced these “superstitious 
beliefs,” he replied that, although he had enthusiasti. 
cally welcomed the new regime, he felt there was some. 
thing lacking in society. Among the Christians he had 
seen a spirit of love which he had not found elsewhere, 
Members of the Christian Fellowship were working in 
a nearby camp for refugees from the flooded areas, 
and he noticed too the way in which the Christian stu. 
dents helped each other. They were indeed members 
of one family and it was their faith in Christ which 
made their fellowship together so real and practical. 
Finally he acknowledged that through them he had 
come to know the love of God revealed in the cross 
of Calvary and now nothing could persuade him to give 
up his trust in the Saviour. 


In addition to the great opportunities for personal 
work, it is also still possible in some colleges to hold 
evangelistic meetings. It is of course not so easy as 
in the past to get large crowds, and it is certainly much 
harder for students to signify in public their willing. 
ness to believe. They know that confession of faith is 
sure to be followed by cross-questioning in the discus- 
sion groups where they are likely to be branded as re. 
actionary and backward in their thinking. Even so 
not a few during the past year have been brought to 


Christ. 


A Chinese pastor who recently was invited to lead 
a series of evangelistic meetings in a large government 
university told me that he was very apprehensive of 
the kind of reception he would receive, but before the 
first meeting started he was taken to a small room 
where a number of students were gathered for prayer. 
The spirit of faith manifest in that meeting and the 
assurance that while he spoke they would be continv- 
ing in prayer brought him great encouragement, and 
in the mission that followed about eighty came to the 
front of the hall and attended the meetings for in- 
quirers. 


The keen witness of many of the university students 
has also strengthened the local church. Early this year 
a medical college was moved to an interior city to oc 
cupy a hospital and school which formerly belonged 
to an American mission. The church building was still 
used for services on Sunday, but numbers had greatly 
decreased. On the first Sunday after the arrival of the 
college, no little stir was caused in the church when 
about sixty students attended the morning service. The 
local officials sent word to the college authorities re 
questing that the students should not be allowed to go 
to church. The college authorities suggested that they 
should see the students themselves. 


When approached by one of the local officials the 
leader of the Christian Fellowship insisted that, 4s 
freedom of religion is guaranteed by the new consti 
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tution, they had the right to join with other Chris- 
tians in the worship of God. The one who had been 
sent to interview him agreed that they might believe 
what they wished but continued, “There is no need 
for you to go to church. I am a Christian and I do 
not go to church.” The Christian student replied, “I 
am afraid that you cannot be a real Christian.” 

Thus the Christians by taking a ‘bold stand were able 
to continue in fellowship with the local church. 

A number of them joined the choir, others taught 
in the Sunday school, and during the vacation some 
stayed behind to help with evangelistic meetings in the 
district. One of the local officials even stated that their 
work of the past year had been largely undone by the 
coming of the Christian Fellowship, for the church 
which had been on the downgrade had been revived 
and strengthened by these young students, though they 
still faced many problems. 

The bold testimony of these young Christians gives 
us real ground for encouragement, but we must not 
forget that in the day to come the intensity of the 
struggle may increase. The endless reiteration of Com- 
munist propaganda can eventually undermine almost 
any faith unless it is met by an active and uncom- 
promising witness. More than ever before we need to 
stand with them in prayer, but if we would be truly 
one with them spiritually we must also be prepared to 
learn from their experiences. We must guard against 
the danger of thinking of our relationship to them in 
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terms of “one-way traffic.” Too often we regard China 
just as a mission field and perhaps half unconsciously 
allow a superiority complex to hinder us from learn- 
ing the lesson that God is seeking to teach us through 
Christians there. 

The example of their courageous testimony, their 
joy in fellowship as they seek to strengthen each other’s 
hands in God, and their missionary zeal which inspires 
them to buy up the opportunities for witness even un- 
der the most difficult circumstances should lead us to 
dedicate ourselves afresh to the task of evangelism. We 
too must learn that, unless there is an uncompromising 
loyalty to Christ and His Word, the forces of materi- 
alism are bound to triumph. Christians also must “lean 
to one side”—the side of Christ. Those who have 
sought to adapt their message to the new conditions 
and thus avoid the stigma of being “backward in their 
thinking” have either gradually drifted out into the 
darkness of unbelief or have started to preach another 
gospel which can never lead men and women into the 
“slorious liberty of the sons of God.” 

May God grant that we, together with the students 
in China, may be in the true spiritual succession of 
the Christians in Philadelphia to whom there came the 
message of the risen Lord saying, “Behold, I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and has kept my word, and 
hast not denied my name. . . I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation” (Revelation 3:8, 10). END 


Across the quadrangle, at the student union, in a dorm room, at a 
week-end retreat—wherever Christian meets non-Christian student, 
you will find Inter-Varsity with its shirtsleeves rolled up for action. 
Here is another in the series of true stories of God's blessing through 
IVCF. Names- and places are fictitious. 


= SmitH often attended meetings of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship group at the eastern engi- 
neering school where he taught. He always carried his 
Bible, took part in the discussions, and gave evidence 
of being a Christian—although he seemed to be a very 
young believer. 

Last fall Professor Smith and two of the students 
were appointed as the freshman contact committee. A 
committee meeting was scheduled, but because of a 
mix-up about the time, only one of the students arrived 
at the designated place to meet with the Professor. They 
had scarcely begun to talk about freshman plans when 
the Professor suddenly said, “I’m not sure I’m a Chris- 
tian.” 

Fortunately Joe, the student, was well prepared to 
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lead his teacher-friend into an understanding of salva- 
tion from God’s Word. Professor Smith’s eyes were 
opened; he saw the truth of the gospel message; and 
he received the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour. 
Even though he had been a churchgoer before he came 
into contact with the Inter-Varsity group, he had never 
before met people who were positive of their salvation. 
But now he too was sure—and he was glad. Next day, 
as Joe left Professor Smith’s classroom, he thrilled to 
hear the new Christian affirm, “I’m still sure.” 


Since then, Professor Smith has become advisor of 
the IVCF group on campus. But now the man carrying 
the Bible and taking part in the discussions is not only 
Professor Smith, but “Possessor” Smith as well. 
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Ninee; you asked... 


In this column questions of Christian students on 
any matter of interest—doctrine, Christian living, 
classroom or textbook questions, personal prob- 


Editor, 





lems—will be answered by qualified men. Address 
questions to Joseph T. Bayly, “Since You Asked” 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois. 





What is the significance of the new teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church—the Assumption of Mary? 


On November 1, 1950, the Pope proclaimed a new 
dogma: The Assumption of Mary. 

For centuries it has been a pious belief of the Roman 
Catholic Church that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was 
miraculously taken into heaven and glorified; a yearly 
festival takes place to commemorate this event. In all 
Roman Catholic countries attendance at Mass on the 
day of this festival, August 15, is compulsory under 
penalty of mortal sin. 


Still, strange as it may seem, the actual fact of Mary’s 
being taken bodily into heaven, which event the festival 
commemorates, any Catholic has been able to deny with- 
out committing a mortal sin. The Pope put an end to 
this anomaly when he declared ex cathedra that Mary 
was resurrected and taken up into heaven where she is 
now glorified. 


Millions may ask, then, what grounds there are for 
this belief. 


Let me reply at once that there is no ground in Scrip- 
ture or in the writings of the Fathers for such an asser- 
tion. Roman Catholic leaders agree on this point. A 
Roman Catholic theologian’s article in a Flemish 
monthly states: 


“Great theologians: C. van Crombrugghe, Al. 
Janssens, J. Coppens, Marckelbach do not hesitate 
to declare that the Assumption of Mary cannot be 
proved by the Scriptures or tradition. That the 
historical fact of this assumption cannot be proved 
is still more certain. Epiphanius, Bishop of Jeru- 
salem in the 1Vth century, knows nothing about the 
death or the burying place of Mary (Haeres 78:11- 
24). The only account of her death and assumption 
is found in apocryphal writings of a later date. 
(Transitus, Historia Euthymiaca, etc.) These writ- 
ings do not deserve the least credit.” 
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The author of this statement is not baffled by such 
admissions, however, but asserts that the dogma of the 
Assumption of Mary has no need of any scriptural or 
even traditional basis. He attempts to show that it is 
implicit in other dogmas. If he can prove that Mary 
rose from the grave and was glorified at some time in 
the past centuries, then the Assumption is indispensable 
and inevitable. The author calls this the “premature 
resurrection and glorification of Mary.” 


How does he proceed to prove his point? I quote his 
conclusion, which is a short summary of his arguments: 
“Mary enjoyed a unique holiness. It follows that in her 
case sin never existed; decomposition of the body as a 
result of sin is out of the question . . . Mary’s body 
did not know corruption after death. Mary’s body, 
immediately after death, was reunited again with the 
soul in the very presence of God. This is the Assump- 
tion of Mary. Her premature resurrection is part of 
Mary’s destiny.” 

It therefore appears accurate to say that the dogma 
of the Assumption of Mary is built on a series of mere 
other Roman Catholic assumptions, each more daring 
than the previous one. 


The thoughtful reader will, at this point, ask himself 
how it is possible for the Roman Church to take such 
a step. 

It is true that the dogma of the Assumption of Mary 
is the first instance of the Pope’s speaking ex cathedra 
without appealing to the Scriptures or to the writings 
of the Fathers, but such a procedure is not a deviation 
from the teaching of the Church of Rome. The Pope 
has simply used his prerogative within the Sacred 
Magisterium, or, the power of the Church to teach. 

Rome recognizes three sources of divine revelation. 
In the order of their importance they are: (1) the Sa- 
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cred Magisterium of the Church; (2) the writings of 
the Fathers, or tradition; and (3) the Bible. Accord- 
ing to the teaching of Rome, the Sacred Magisterium 
js the most important and most certain source of divine 
revelation. The Bible and tradition might disappear 
from the earth, but as long as the Pope has the power 
to teach, nothing vital will be lost to the Roman Cath- 
olic world. 


The Assumption of Mary, therefore, is a dogma which 
Roman Catholics must believe under penalty of eternal 
damnation—not because it is found in Holy Writ or in 
the writings of the Fathers but because the Pope has 
declared it to be divinely revealed. 


And there is nothing to prevent the Pope from pro- 
claiming ex cathedra other dogmas. If enough cardi- 
nals, archbishops, bishops, or religious orders, not to 
mention other influential persons or groups, ask for 
them persistently enough, the Pope would judge such 
unanimity and perseverance as a sure indication that 
the thing is of God and must be cast into a dogmatic 


mold. 


The teachings of the Roman Church concerning Mary 
began when the Council of Ephesus in 431 declared the 
mother of Jesus to be the Mother of God. Since that 
time theologians of all centuries have speculated upon 
the implications of that unscriptural title. In 1854 the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary was pro- 
claimed. This year a step further has been taken, in 
the proclamation of the dogma of Mary’s Assumption. 
Perhaps another dogma, the crowning one, will be the 
Universal Mediatorship of Mary. This would mean that 
Mary, not Christ, would be taught as the way by which 
the favors of God are to be asked and obtained. 


Another seed-thought is being sown in Germany. 
The Diocesan Congress of Miinster; in Westfalia, has 
declared its belief in the unique relationship between 
Mary and Jesus, for which a new word has been coined, 
“Zwei-einheit,” literally, “bi-unity.” Thus it is not 
merely idle speculation that in the near future Roman 
Catholics will know more about bi-unity than about the 
Trinity, just as many of them now know more about 
Mary than about Christ. 


With Mary so vitally united with Christ as to be one 
with Him, and moreover, the only channel through 
which God hears and answers prayer, the blasphemy 
will be complete: a woman, a human creature, will be 
in the place of God. The apostasy will have run its full 
course and will be ready for the wrath of the Most 
High. It is no wonder that the Anglican Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York have solemnly protested against 
this new dogma.—o. VANSTEENBERGHE, Co-Director of 


Belgian Gospel Mission 
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Urgent call for Intercessors 


As this goes to press, General Secretary C. Stacey Woods 
is scheduled to sail for Europe on the Stavangerfiord. 
At the request of the Scandinavian student movements, 
he is to visit Norway, Sweden, Finland, and perhaps 
Denmark. 


He expects to go from there to England for the annual 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students March 27-30. Dur- 
ing April and May, he plans to take part in two leaders’ 
conferences for German Europe and Latin Europe that 
are being held to help prepare Christian students for 
eventualities in Europe. 


This will be a strenuous trip for Mr. Woods, and he 
has undertaken it most reluctantly at this time when 
there are so many matters that need his attention in 
this country. Pray that God may give him acceptance 
with the students in the various places. 


One urgent matter is that there are no funds to cover 
the cost of such a trip. About $50C is needed for the 
two leaders’ conferences, and $1000 for the necessary 
travel expenses. Pray earnestly that God may under- 
take in this need. 


Prayer is asked also for God’s guidance regarding a 
proposed visit by David Adeney this spring to student 
groups in the Orient—including Japan, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, Formosa, and perhaps even further. Pray 
that God will soon provide the necessary $1500 to meet 
the travel expense, if such a trip is in His plan. 





MOUSE IN YOUR POCKET 
(Continued from page 23) 
Fortunately the Camera Club meeting adjourned at 
8:15 and that left just enough time for Marcia to slip 
into Phillips Hall to hear the Bible study leader sum- 


marize Romans 12. 


Marcia pushed the white button on her pin-up lamp 
over the bed, snuggled under the comforter, and reached 
for the black Book. “Was it last night I read Psalm 25? 
The words sound familiar. No, I guess I read Psalm 
27.” Through the nine verses of the next chapter she 
proceeded and then snapped off the light. A yawning 
prayer issued from her lips as she snuggled back under 
the comforter, “Lord, may others see Thee in me. 
Amen.” Sleepily, she thought of the new cashmere 
sweater tucked away in her dresser. 


Now all was still. The mouse completed his note- 
taking and scampered off to report to his friends. END 
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WESLEY IN THE PRAYER BOOK 

May I take friendly exception to a statment in your 
article “Sing Your Theology This Christmas” in HIs 
for December, 1950, which has just reached me? 


Referring to “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing,” you 
state that “This hymn is the only one of Methodist 
Charles Wesley’s hymns included in the Church of Eng- 
land Book of Common Prayer.” Passing briefly over 
the fact that the Prayer Book is a book of prayers and 
services only and contains no hymns at all, I am inter- 
ested to know what Anglican hymnal you have in mind 
. . . Your statement could easily give rise to the im- 
pression that the Church of England is discriminating 
against Charles Wesley’s hymns. Might I suggest a clar- 


ification in a later issue of the magazine? ... . 
Ailsa Craig, Ontario REV. W. E. C. VOLLICK 


Author Beckwith replies: “My authority for the state- 
ment which I made ... is Dr. Robert Guy McCutcheon, 
editor of the American Methodist hymnal and author 
of Our Hymnody ... I do not know the particular edi- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer that'he refers to. 
Samuel Duffield, in his classic book on English hymns, 
has written: ‘This (“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”) is 
the only hymn by Charles Wesley which has been in- 
cluded in the Church of England’s Book of Common 
Prayer . . . No one can ever tell how it came into the 
Prayerbook . . . But the curious fact remains that, being 
in, there has been no getting it out’.”—eb. 


CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND MARX 

I very much enjoyed the article in the December HIs 
entitled “What Do I Do Now?” . . . However, in another 
of the articles, “The Christian and Social Reform,” there 
is a section which seemed to be in error. Under “Justice 
and the Growing Church” Dr. Moffett quoted the Com- 
munist Manifesto of 1848 which says, “From each ac- 
cording to his ability, to each according to his need,” 
and stated that Marxianism borrowed a basic social 
principle of the early church: Christian charity. This 
quotation from the Manifesto . . . is, first of all, taken 
out of Marx’s context. The principle as Marx enunciated 
it was one of imposition by the rulers upon the ruled 
(any organized society, no matter how “classless,” has 
these two classes). The Christian view is not one of 
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imposition, but one of individual volition, and is never 
to be forced upon others. 

The second half of the quotation, “to each according 
to his need,” describes the slaves now under the present 
expression of Marxianism. In fact, any slave fed enough 
for continuing healthy life would fit the whole principle, 
This is exactly Marx’s idea and is practiced by his fol- 
lowers at least in part (the first part) in Russia. Cer. 
tainly, this is not Christian. Freedom is totally absent, 
This is the tyranny of the rulers over the ruled . . . Marx 
did not borrow the basic social principle of “Christian 
charity” as Dr. Moffett alleges. The very title “Christian 
charity” clearly indicates love whose motivation stems 
from obedience to the anointed One of God, the eternal 
Son of God. This One whom we love and serve, Marx 
hated and fought. Therefore, it is in error to concede 
Christian charity to be held by Marx. This point should 
be made very clear: it is one twisted by modernists, 
communists, socialists and their fellow travelers to de- 
ceive well-meaning Christians. .. . 


Wilmington, Delaware HERMAN J. ECKELMANN 


To say that I got a real shock is to put it very mild. 
Your December Huis has the article by Dr. Moffett and 
I just can’t possibly imagine how you ever justify pub- 
lishing such a thing for young people to study... 
Tertullian’s reference, of course, is to voluntary Chris. 
tian charity which has nothing whatever to do with the 
structure of society as such. The Communist Manifesto’s 
thesis describes the very principles of the social order 
directed by the state, to which a man contributes accord- 
ing to his ability and from which he receives only ac- 
cording to his need. Aside from this impossible transi- 
tion in thought and in reality, the really serious thing 
about the whole article is that Dr. Moffett declares this 
quotation from the Communist Manifesto to be “a part 
of the good news that is the gospel of Christ.” This is 
Stanley Jones all over again . . . I think that it calls 
for a clear-cut analysis on your part and a repudiation 
of it in the columns of your paper. No part of the good 
news of the gospel of Christ ever has or ever will in- 
clude a part of the Communist Manifesto of 1848... 


Collingswood, New Jersey REV. CARL MC INTIRE 


We thank Readers Eckelmann and Mclntire and 
others who wrote for drawing this to our attention. 
It is indeed false to suggest that Marx borrowed his 
ideas from Tertullian and Christian thinking, or that 
there is any relationship between true Christian charity 
and Communism. We believe that when the article is 
taken as a whole, it is seen that the author does not 
support materialistic Communism. But we wholeheart- 
edly agree with our critics that the particular aspect of 
the Communist “Manifesto” referred to is in no account 
“part of the good news that is the gospel of Christ.” 
We are sorry that we slipped up on this.—eb. 
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e GENERAL SECRETARY C. Stacey Woops visited 
Hawaii in December and gives us the following report 
of Christian activities and Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship on the Islands: 

The impact of Protestant Christianity has not been 
great in terms of numbers in this area, for, after many 
years of missionary activity the Protestant population 
numbers about 30,000 as compared with the total popu- 
lation of 400,000—some 70,000 of whom are Catholics 
and 150,000, Buddhists. There seems to be a stirring, 
however, in these islands (although the atmosphere cer- 
tainly makes one feel “out of this world” as regards 
present-day world crises). In the educational field par- 
ticularly there are some signs of a developing search 
for Christianity. 

Inter-Varsity work was initiated in the Islands two 
and a half years ago when Miss Gwen Wong, an IVCF 
graduate from the University of Southern California 
and Biblical Seminary, went out to begin work in Hono- 
lulu. Under God her efforts have been blessed, and to- 
day there is an active group of some seventy students 
in a chapter at University of Hawaii. A considerable 
number of these students are “babes in Christ”; many 
of them, converts this autumn. Groups of students from 
some ten or twelve high schools meet weekly for Bible 
study and prayer, and we trust that from these a strong 
and trained nucleus for the university IVCF chapter 
may develop. Last year work was commenced in Queen’s 
Hospital, and now about eighty student nurses have 
their own group. 

Miss Wong, having served three years in Hawaii, will 
probably return to the mainland next summer. Par- 
ticular prayer is asked in regard to her future assign- 
ment as well as for her successor in the Islands. 

e Davin ADENEY, first missionary secretary of 
IVCF, who left the States to return to his service in 
China under the China Inland Mission and the China 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, is back in this 
country with his family. As of the first of February, Mr. 
Adeney will join the staff of IVCF, probably in the 
missionary department, and aid in the developing for- 
eign responsibilities of the Canadian and U.S. organ- 
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izations and the International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students (Inter-Varsity international). 

e UNDER PRESENT PLANS, General Secretary Woods 
will leave in mid-February for Europe. He expects to 
visit first the Scandinavian countries—Norway, Sweden, 
and Finland — at their invitation, and will meet with 
staff and student leaders to help formulate plans for 
development of the student work. Special prayer is 
asked for the student work in Sweden, that a strong 
leadership may emerge and that an executive secretary 
may soon be provided. From here Mr. Woods will go 
to England for the sessions of the Executive Committee 
of the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
to be held in Warlingham, March 27-30. He will be in 
Germany the first week of April, and then in France, 
Switzerland, and Italy, returning to the U.S. early in 
May. 

e GERMAN STUDENT WORK is progressing encourag- 
ingly in some places and with difficulty in others. Yet 
God is blessing, and conversions are being reported 
continually. The great need of this country is that the 
Christians will first of all see the great issues of sepa- 
ration from the world and from ecclesiastic orders, and 
then with courage follow through on them. Pray that 
German students may have a clear vision of the gospel 
message and its many implications. 


e WorK IN OTHER European countries proceeds, 
with reports of blessing at the missions in Ziirich and 
Basle, Switzerland. Preparation is going forward for 
missions at Paris, Geneva, Neuchatel (Switzerland), 
and Florence, Italy. A Belgian student camp is being 
planned for March. 


e “WE SHALL NEED the help of the Lord these days,” 
writes Edward Pentecost from Mexico regarding a re- 
treat in January at Lake Tequesquitengo and one in 
Marck at Monterrey. “The Lord is blessing and we are 
seeing more interest than we have seen before. The 
students themselves have undertaken services and go 
regularly to the leper asylum and TB sanitarium. We 
do trust these services will be a blessing to the sick as 
well as to those who minister.” END 
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e IVCF groups in several places took advantage of 
the year-end holidays by holding special chapter and 
leadership conferences. 


Perhaps the oldest of these conferences is the one in 
the Pacific Northwest. It antedates IVCF in the U.S. 
for it goes back to 1928-29 and the days of Howard 
Guinness, founder of IVCF in Canada. While he was 
visiting British Columbia, he paid a visit to the U.S. 
to meet with students in Washington during the Christ- 
mas holidays and help them get started with a witness 
for Christ on their campus. The Pacific Northwest 
year-end conference—attended by students from both 
sides of the border—has been a tradition ever since. 
It took place again at “The Firs,” Bellingham, Wash- 
ington, with staff member Jim Reapsome in charge. 


e@ Presidents and leaders of chapters and groups from 
upstate New York who live in or near New York City met 
together over the holidays for a leadership training con- 
ference. Staff members present were Fred and Carolyn Keefe 
and Bill Young. Bill Young’s home church provided quarters 
for the conference, and friends living nearby entertained 
overnight those who lived too far away to go home. About 
thirty young people attended. 


e Sixty-five graduate and student nurses spent the 
last two days of 1950 at a conference in Chicago. Their 
particular purpose was to consider medical missions. 
“Spiritual Qualifications and Preparation of the Medi- 
cal Missionary,” “Medical Preparation,” ‘Contacting 
Mission Boards,” “Medical Work—a Means to an End” 
were some of the topics discussed. A number of mis- 
sionary speakers, including Dr. Lauren Seaman of 
Africa, Dr. Titus Johnson, formerly of Africa, and mis- 
sionary nurses Joy Phillips from India, Maxine Bach- 
man and Ruth Sanderson from Africa, Ruth Edlund 
from China, Lorraine Nelson from Ecuador, and Vir- 
ginia Ohlson from the government service in Japan, 
were heard. Dr. Dean Smith of the Christian Medical 
Society, Wesley Gustafson, missionary secretary of 
IVCF, and Tressie Meyers of the Christian Nurses Fel- 
lowship staff also took part. In addition to the practical 
help which the speakers were able to give out of their 
own rich experience, they laid much emphasis on the 
fact that the medical worker’s first responsibility is to 
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make Christ known—whether in a foreign country or 
at home. 


e@ The IVCF group at the University of Illinois, Chicago 
Extension at Navy Pier, met in a helpful all-day conference 
at the home of one of its members the day after New Year's, 
Early lunch was the first item on the program, followed by 
two afternoon sessions. The chapter divided up into small 
discussion groups to consider the subject of personal evan- 
gelism on a campus where they may not officially meet. They 
talked over witnessing, Bible study, and personal Quiet Times 
as the clue to effective evangelism. Tobogganing and skat- 
ing had been on the program for the afternoon. But the 
weather didn’t co-operate, so the conferees spent the time 
in talking over very informally their campus situation, An- 
other session was held in the evening after supper. 

The Navy Pier group’s conference is representative of a 
type of get-together which has been steadily growing in 
popularity and effectiveness: the one-chapter all-day con- 
ference. A number of chapters held similar meetings during 
the Christmas holidays. 


e “We have a flourishing Christian association in 
the university and more than a hundred have been 
brought to Christ during the past year” (taken from 
the Michigan University Chronicle of February, 1870). 


e@ The chapter at Columbia University has had a full 
schedule during the fall and winter months, with a weekly 
discussion group, daily prayer meetings, weekly public meet- 
ings, and occasional social events. In October, they invited 
the Chinese students on campus to a supper prepared by the 
Fellowship group. Forty-one Chinese students—some newly 
arrived on campus—attended. After the meal, Jeffrey Feng, 
now connected with the Bank of China, and Dr. Kuo Tsai 
Chen, mathematics professor at Princeton, told how they had 
come to know Christ. Then the Rev. Hong Sit, former IVCF 
staff member, brought the main message of the evening. As 
a result of this supper, a Sunday evening Bible study group 
for Chinese students has come into being. CCF was planning 
next to have a dinner for students from India. 


e Collegiate Christian Fellowship (Washington 
State College IVCF) regularly keeps in touch with its 
widely scattered alumni through a hektographed news- 
letter. The latest edition, sent out the early part of 
December, included a helpful list of 142 IVCF alumni 
and their addresses—timely, too, coming as it did just 
before the mailing of the customary Christmas greetings. 


e “The Meaning of Christmas” was the theme of the 
December monthly meeting of eight metropolitan New Jersey 
colleges, held on the campus of Montclair State Teachers 
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College. The program opened with a presentation of special 
Christmas music by representatives from the various schools. 
This was followed with a talk by a new Christian from Rut- 
gers on what Christmas now means to him, During intermis- 
sion, students enjoyed refreshments and became acquainted 
with one another. The second part of the program included 
the singing of carols and a Christmas message. Seventy-five 
were present — nearly double the usual attendance. The 
schools taking part were Rutgers University, Bloomfield Col- 
lege, Newark School of Engineering, New Jersey College 
for Women, the State Teachers Colleges at Paterson, Newark, 
and Montclair, and Upsala College. 


e Boston area leaders held a one-day conference on 
Saturday, December 16, at Phillips Brooks House on the 
Harvard university campus. Activities began Saturday 
morning with a Bible study, which was followed by a 
period of prayer, then lunch, the afternoon message, dis- 
cussion groups and reports, dinner, and the evening 
message. The two messages were brought by Associate 
General Secretary Charles Troutman. Besides their own 
particular executive problems, leaders considered to- 
eether the important question of what makes an organ- 
izational leader a spiritual leader also. 


e The Santa Cruz Mountains were the scene of the 
Central-Northern California conference the first week end of 
December, in which twelve schools took part. Many of the 
110 students who came said it was the most ‘‘down-to-earth”’ 
conference they had ever attended. The Friday night message 
was brought by the Rev. Roy Kraft of Santa Cruz. Saturday 
an outstanding Christian physician, Dr. Ralph Byron, brought 
Spirit-filled messages on Christ-centered living, prayer, Bible 
study, and personal witnessing. The discussion groups con- 
sidered the question, What is the gospel? and students were 
given practical examples in using the Scriptures to do per- 
sonal work. The closing message of the conference, on loving 
Christ supremely, was given by Regional Staff Member Carl 
Thomas. Three students testified to an acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour during the conference. 


e The [VCF chapter at Brooklyn College was given 
the privilege this year of arranging the Christmas li- 
brary exhibit. Because so many students there are 
Jewish, the exhibit was given a Jewish emphasis. Three 
lloors cases were devoted to Jesus Christ: His birth, 
background, and life. Of the other two floor cases, one 
used Christmas cards and pertinent articles from past 
December issues of HIS, and the other gave the story 
of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship: The six wall 
cases displayed the words, music, and stories of certain 
Christmas carols, with appropriate art reproductions. 

A box for inquiries was prominently displayed, and 
several students submitted interesting, thought-provok- 
ing questions. Those who included names and addresses 
with their questions were going to receive answers, too. 
The College authorities have suggested that IVCF spon- 
sor the exhibit annually at Christmas. 

@ The week end of the McGill-Queens football game, 
the chapter at Queens (Kingston, Ontario) invited the McGill 


chapter over for a visit. After the game, the Queens hosts 
entertained their seventeen visitors at supper, followed by 
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a social-devotional period. The next morning the two 
chapters met around the breakfast table while Canadian 
University Secretary, Wilber Sutherland, brought the mes- 
sage. Both groups felt that the week end was so worthwhile 
that they have decided to make it a once-a-year affair. 
McGill will play host next year. 

e It is only in the last year and a half that the 
Cleveland area has had enough IVCF activity to spon- 
sor an inter-group area meeting. But now that there 
are enough groups to make a joint meeting worth 
while, Cleveland students have been getting together 
in this way occasionally. A typical area meeting has 
an average attendance of between sixty and seventy, 
representing seven Cleveland colleges and nursing 
schools and three out-of-town colleges. The main item 
on the program is a message from a Christian minister 
or teacher. As a rule, the students stick around quite 
a while after the meeting enjoying refreshments and 
visiting. This year the Cleveland schools were hoping 
to make the area meeting a monthly, instead of an 
every-now-and-then, event. 

e@ The IVCF chapter at University of California in Los 
Angeles may not meet in any of the campus buildings. So 
the Los Angelinos have solved the problem by holding their 
Bible studies on one of the terraces that adorn the campus. 
Leading down from the main area of the campus into a 
valley toward the engineering buildings is a series of ter- 
races. One of them has been more-or-less designated the 
“Inter-Varsity” terrace, and it is here that the Bible study 
groups meet. 

e Christian students at the Santa Barbara campus 
of the University of California have the same problem, 
which they solve by having their daily prayer meetings 
and Bible studies off-campus in a nearby park. Very 
often the early morning prayer group has to contend 
with a damp fog which rolls off the Pacific just at 
prayer-meeting time. For obvious reasons, the early 
morning session has come to be known as “the prayer 
meeting of the fog.” 

e last year the IVCF at University of Saskatchewan 
managed a highly successful Christmas banquet a couple of 
weeks before the holidays. One hundred and forty students, 
nurses, and alumni attended. Both the banquet and program 
were exceptional. 

The main course was roast turkey, bought and prepared 
by friends of the local chapter. The vegetables were donated. 
This made it possible for the dozen student volunteers who 
cooked the bountiful meal to do it for a cost of only 75 
cents per plate. 

The program that followed was centered around the 
Christmas theme. Among the items on the well-planned pro- 
gram were two songs by the Varsity Christian Fellowship 
male quartette, a much-appreciated group in the chapter all 
last year. Staff member William Steeper brought a thought- 
provoking message. 

(Deadline for receipt of news items for the May issue 
is March 2. Have a reporter from your chapter or 
group write in to News of the Campus Editor, 1444 
North Astor, Chicago 10 — telling what the Lord has 
been doing for and through your group recently.) 
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- cHuRCH, God, the Holy Spirit, baptism, Jesus 
Christ, fellowship—all these words meant nothing to 
me two years ago. All I knew about them was that 
they meant something not to make fun of. 

As a very small child, I was a regular Sunday school 
pupil. I went because it was mandatory. My mother 
was from a religious family and intended her children 
to be religious. She did her best. I attended class, 
listened to the stories, and went home completely ignor- 
ant of- the lesson they taught. In general I decided that 
Jesus must have been a “good” man and that the Bible 
was a “good” book. 

As I was promoted from class to class, I enjoyed 
Sunday school even less. Gradually I grew out from 
under the name of the church. When I was in eighth 
grade, tragedy struck my home; then I took a job as 
paper boy. Sunday papers meant giving up Sunday 
school—an excellent excuse. 

For two years I practically never attended services. 
I went to some church parties but always felt out of 
place, and therefore, soon cut those too. None of the 
fellows I ran around with went to church. As our town 
doesn’t offer any particularly wicked vices, we were not 
notably bad; neither were we “church boys.” 

When a sophomore in high school, I took a weekday 
job and gave up the paper route. So after a long ab- 
sence, I had to go back to church. I was baptized the 
following .Easter, although I didn’t understand much, 
and felt that—somehow—I had done a “good” thing. 


Upon entering college, I vowed that I would go to 
church, but I broke my vow. My roommate seldom 
attended, I liked to sleep on Sunday mornings, and I 
was afraid of a strange church. These reasons were 
infantile and feeble, but they were my alibis. 


Toward the end of my first year, a friend asked me 
to a Bible study meeting. I am positive that this invi- 
tation was the answer to someone’s prayer. At first I 
hesitated, but finally, after talking my roommate into 
accompanying me, I agreed. We were both timid in 
the midst of Scripture-spouting strangers, but we soon 
grew to like them and their Christian fellowship. 

During the summer I found I was more interested in 
church and attended regularly. I found myself enjoy- 
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ing things that I had never thought of attending before, 
Class meetings, youth groups, study hours, and Chris 
tian Fellowship hours came easy. 

When I started back to college, I began right. I went 
to Bible study every opportunity and to Sunday school 
and church when I was in town. It’s true that I got 
discouraged; it’s true that I got envious; it’s true that 
I worried. But I had come to one firm conclusion; 
Why not pray about it? 

Then one Saturday afternoon in October, our little 
group had a picnic. We rowed, ate, sang, and talked. 
That day something happened inside. We were sing- 
ing “Now I Belong to Jesus” just as the sun was lower- 
ing over the rippling lake; there, under the oak trees 
by the campfire, I saw that Christ wanted to save me. 

Later that evening I had a long talk with God. | 
confessed my sin and claimed Christ’s sacrifice which 
was made for all who will believe. (“For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’—John 3:16.) I trusted His promise 
of eternal life, the free gift for believers, and now | 
know my soul is in His keeping. 

I have now learned the true meanings of most of 
those words that at one time were strange; I have 
learned what it means to find God and have Him on 
my side; I have found the satisfying pleasure that 
Christian fellowship can give. 

I do wrong; I am aware of that. But I now know 
that by being humble and asking forgiveness, I will be 
forgiven. (“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”—I John 1:9.) I am also sure that I 
will live on eternally. (“These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God”—I John 
5213.) 

Some men turn to the devil when they go to college. 
They are those who shun the only Person who can help 
them. Some find God in college. They are those who 
are willing to seek the truth, confess their sins, and 
trust in the One who can save. END 
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Continue to pray with students from the IVCF chapters listed below 
as they look forward to a public presentation of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on their campuses. The listing, which shows the missioner, 
sponsoring chapter, and dates for missions yet to be held, is given for 
your earnest intercession. Pray also for the follow-up now in progress 


where missions have already taken place. 


FEBRUARY 18-24 
Cornell University, New York—Rev. D. H. MacLennan 


FEBRUARY 19-23 

Wayne University, Michigan—Mr. Leith Samuel 
Oregon State College—Rev. Paul Kopp 

FEBRUARY 20-22 

University of Wisconsin—Dr. Cary Weisiger 
FEBRUARY 20-23 

University of Arizona—Rev. James Nelson 
Washington State College—Dr. Karlis Leyasmeyer 


FEBRUARY 26-28 
Texas State College for Women—Miss Cathie Nicoll 


FEBRUARY 26-MARCH l 
North Texas State College—Mr. Eugene Thomas 


FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 2 

Colby College, Maine—Mr. Richard Seume 

Oberlin College, Ohio—Dr. Herbert Mekeel 

University of Illinois—Mr. Joseph T. Bayly 

University of Southern California—Mr. Leith Samuel 


FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 1 
Columbia University, New York—Dr. Robert Munger 


FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 2 
Kansas State College—Mr. Carroll Nelson 
Western Reserve University, Ohio—Dr. John Gerstner 


San Francisco State College—Mr. James Rayburn 


Eastern Washington College of Education—Dr. Karlis 
Leyasmeyer : 
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a year of 
evangelism 


MARCH 5-9 

Western Michigan College of Education—Mr. Wesley 
Gustafson 

University of California at Los Angeles—Mr. Leith 
Samuel 


MARCH 6-9 
Chico State College, California—Dr. Karlis Leyasmeyer 


MARCH 12-16 
University of California (Berkeley)—Mr. Leith Samuel 


MARCH 19-22 

University of Pennsylvania—Mr. Leith Samuel 
MARCH 28-3] 

Michigan State College—Mr. Leith Samuel 


APRIL 2-4 
Iowa State Teachers College—Miss Jane Hollingsworth 


APRIL 10-13 


Albany State Teachers College, New York—Mr. Joseph 
T. Bayly 


APRIL 10-14 

Iowa State College—Mr. Arley L. Bragg 

APRIL 16-20 

Drexel Institute of Technology—Not finalized 
APRIL 17-20 

State University of lowa—Dr. T. Stanley Soltau 
APRIL 23-26 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute—Not finalized 


APRIL 23-27 
University of Michigan—Dr. Herbert Mekeel 





HOW IS YOUR BEDSIDE MANNER? 

(Continued from page 15) 
your ministry. But share your experiences and daily 
duties; remember that the patient enjoys them vicari- 
ously. And, strangely enough, the shorter visits seem 
to be the ones with more scintillating conversations. 
(Or do they just seem shorter?) 

One other thing on conversation—a prospective caller 
would do well to inquire beforehand into the disease 
of the patient and into his progress and activity, as it 
avoids embarrassing questions. In most cases you can 
get those facts from a previous visitor. One student, 
who returned early from summer vacation, asked me 
if I had kept busy this summer—“doing nothing.” And 
many friends do feel that we have nothing to do all 
day but think about our unfortunate internment in 
bed. How wrong they are! Another student kept in- 
sisting, with all this rest I’m getting, that I ought to 
have trouble sleeping every night (and I didn’t sleep 
until 1:30 a.m. that night!). I'll never forget the young 
man who blurted out: “Are you spitting any blood?” 
But perhaps his knowledge of my disease was too 
great—too vivid at least! 

Another thing — it isn’t essential to come bearing 
gifts. I mention it because many callers make a point 
of asking what to bring us—some plead for an idea. 
Never waste time worrying about this. Bring your fav- 
orite book or stationery with stamps or postal cards, 
if you feel you must bring something. Your presence 
indicates your sincere sympathy. 

But do ask if you can purchase something or run 
an errand or call someone; this is a real opportunity 
to help. 

But even more important than these physical char- 
acteristics are the spiritual values of hospital calls. 
Real Christian fellowship is nil up here, and I often 
have a keen longing to talk about spiritual things. It 
is not that God hasn’t been very real to me and my 
source of strength and comfort, but I miss conversa- 
tions about important things. I wonder if Christians 
pray before making visits, asking God to make the call 
a real blessing and encouragement to the one who is 
sick. It isn’t so much that the conversation be only 
about spiritual things, but rather that the underlying 
theme is our mutual devotion to the Lord, and the fel- 
lowship which we have with Him. How much we have 
to share in the life which we have in Him, and in His 
love for us! 

Of course the features I have covered are tempered 
by my personality. But these are the reactions of other 
patients too. And remember that I don’t feel ill at all; 
if I were uncomfortable, in pain, or extremely anxious 
about my condition, everything I have mentioned should 
be in capital letters! 

But do make calls! Poorly directed ones are not 
half so bad as no calls at all! END 
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YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT 


What nine characters of the Old Testament do you 
think are most worthy of study? Make a list of them 
and mail it before June 1 to the HIS editors (1444 
North Astor, Chicago 10). The nine mentioned mos 
frequently will appear in an interesting series of 
studies, beginning with the October issue. 








CHRISTUS VICTOR 
(Continued from outside back cover) 


It is gloriously true that God loves us and that Christ 
died for us, so that we can echo the words of St. Paul: 
“The Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” However, failure to appreciate the totality of the 
divine purpose as revealed in Scripture and to see in 
true perspective the great drama of redemption and 
victory enacted upon the little stage of this earth at a 
point of time in human history may largely account 
for our shallow Christianity, our foolish preoccuption 
with ourselves, and the barren, fruitless stumbling of 
our earthly pilgrimage, wherein we are full of insecur- 
ity, doubt, and fear. 


Ever since that first Easter when the Lord Jesus rose 
in triumph from the grave, men have sought to under- 
stand something of the meaning of His death. Various 
theories have been propounded. A difficulty with them 
is that frequently some aspect of revealed truth is over- 
emphasized to the neglect of other aspects of the death 
of Christ. 

In recent years, conservative Christians have regarded 
the doctrine of the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ 
as the essential, central, and almost sole element in the 
atonement. Contrariwise, many liberals or humanists, 
preoccupied with the self-sufficiency of man, have ut- 
terly rejected it. 


Beyond dispute, the Scriptures clearly teach that the 
death of Christ on behalf of mankind is vicarious, or 
substitutionary. Christ died for our sins. Christ did 
something for us, meeting our need by bearing sin’s 
penalty on our behalf, dying for us. 

However, this necessary insistence upon the doctrine 
of substitution has led to a neglect in some quarters, 
if not a denial, of the further significance of Christ's 
death and resurrection as clearly taught in Scripture, 
namely, His victory over the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. 

When Jesus Christ, the last Adam, stepped into 
human history, He came into a world controlled by the 
“od of this world,” Satan, the devil. Though He Him- 
self was sinless, He became a member of a fallen, sub- 
ject race of beings—men and women who were sinners 
and slaves to that evil personification of sin, the devil. 
The nature of man was sinful. The seeds of death and 
corruption were within him. The world was under 
God’s curse and judgment. Before man could have sal- 
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yation, not only must sin’s penalty be paid, but Satan 
must be dethroned. Before man could be free, the devil 
had to be conquered. Before the world could be re- 
stored, it had to be redeemed. Before the degrading, 
corrupting power of sin in man could be overcome, 
the sin-principle had to be vanquished. Referring to 
Satan’s power and domination in Mark, chapter three, 
our Lord said: “But no one can get into a giant’s 
house and carry off his goods until he first binds the 
giant” (William’s translation). So Christ had to bind 
Satan and overcome evil before He could set mankind 
free. 

In referring to Christ, the writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews said in chapter 2, verse 14: “He also be- 
came a human being, so that by going through death 
as a man he might destroy him .who had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and might also set free 
those who live their whole lives a prey to the fear of 
death” (Phillips’ translation). 

And in Colossians, chapter 2, the Apostle Paul in 
writing of Christ’s triumph said, “He graciously for- 
gave us all our shortcomings, cancelled the note that 
stood against us, with its requirements, and has put 
it out of our way by nailing it to the cross. He thus 
stripped the principalities and dominions of power and 
made a public display of them, triumphing over them 
by the cross” (Williams’ translation). 

All this is set forth prophetically in the Biblical ac- 
count of how man by sin came under the dominion 
of that evil tyrant, Satan, who sought only man’s de- 
struction. God, speaking to the serpent [Satan] in Gen- 
esis 3:15, said: “And I [God] will put enmity between 
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; and, anticipating the coming of Christ, the sec- 
ond Adam, the seed of the woman: “it [the seed of 
the woman—Christ] shall bruise thy [Satan’s] head, and 
thou [Satan] shall bruise his [Jesus Christ’s] heel.” 

Against the person of Jesus Christ, the God-man, 
the devil’s enmity and hatred of God and man is con- 
centrated. If Christ could be made Satan’s subject or 
destroyed, Satan would triumph. If Christ could be 
lured into sin, Satan’s continued domination of the 
world and mankind would be assured. In the wilder- 
ness, Satan offered Christ the kingdoms of this world 
if only Christ would acknowledge his lordship. 

But it was at Calvary that the battle of the ages was 
fought and won. 

On that lonely hill outside Jerusalem, the eternal 
Son of God, the young Prince of Glory, entered into 
the lists of battle against Satan and sin. On behalf of 
God and man, He fought and won. Sinful man, motiv- 
ated and controlled by Satan, was Satan’s instrument 
in nailing Christ to the cross. Unseen, the angelic hosts 
of heaven and demons of hell watched in suspense as 
the conflict of eternity was fought in time. When 


Christ, God’s Son who knew no sin, became sin for us, 
the wrath and judgment of the infinitely holy and eter- 
nal God was poured upon Him. But Christ not only 
bore sin’s penalty; in dying, He also overcame death 
and emancipated man from the control of Satan. He 
put away sin and triumphed over Satan, removing the 
disharmony and dissonance which sin and Satan had 
injected into God’s universe. 

Above and beyond the salvation and redemption of 
mankind, Jesus Christ, God incarnate, accomplished 
something on behalf of God by vindicating His divine 
government, legally restoring His authority over His 
creation, and overcoming and subduing His enemy. 


Irenaeus, that church father of old, has well answered 
the question, For what purpose did Christ come down 
from heaven?—“That He might destroy sin, overcome 
death, and give life to man . . . He bound the strong 
one, spoiled his goods, annihilated death, bringing life 
to man who had become subject to death. The work 


of man’s deliverance is accomplished by God Himself 
in Christ.” 


To God, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
supremely means the vindication of divine justice and 
government, the triumph and conquest of the devil, 
and the emancipation of the world from Satan’s sov- 
ereignty; Satan has been overcome and will ultimately 
be cast into the lake of fire. 


It means the redemption of this world and the sal- 
vation of mankind. We who live today amidst fear and 
insecurity, the desolation of nations, the collapse of a 
great era in civilization, with men’s hearts failing them 
through fear, and the unknown future heavy with dread 
portent of war, destruction, famine, and death, see 
Christ as Victor, the One who has overcome evil, the 
One who has redeemed the world. He must reign “till 
all enemies be put under his feet, and the last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death.” Soon He will hear 
the word from Jehovah God, “Reign thou in the midst 
of thine enemies.” Then He shall step forth in triumph 
to be universally vindicated and adored. 

For us who belong to Him, Easter—His triumph— 
is our triumph; His victory, our victory. Not only do 
we receive forgiveness and salvation, but we also have 
the power of the triumphant risen Christ in our lives 
to overcome the sin-principle within us, to enable us 
to resist the devil, to be victorious over the world, and 
ultimately to share in His triumph when He appears. 


Well may we sing: 


“Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son— 

Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won; 

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life; 

Life is nought without Thee: aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors, thro’ Thy deathless love: 
Bring us safe thro’ Jordan to Thy home above.” 


—CSW 





Christus Victor 


T HE DEATH and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the incarnate Son of God, is the most stupendous event 
in all history. About 1900 years ago, outside the city 
of Jerusalem, a man was crucified. This would be an 
obscure, probably an unrecorded event in human his- 
tory were it not for two facts: (1) the One who was 
crucified was more than a man; He was both God and 
man—God who had taken to Himself a human body 
and human nature. (2) The One who was crucified, on 
the third day after His crucifixion and burial, rose from 
the dead. The resurrection of Jesus Christ, like His 
crucifixion and death, is a thoroughly attested event in 
human history. 

At Easter we usually consider the meaning of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to us person- 
ally. We rejoice in the forgiveness of our sins, in sal- 
vation and eternal life—all ours as a result of Christ’s 
atoning death. Frequently we act and speak as if our 
personal salvation were the essential purpose of the 
Godhead in the coming of Jesus Christ into this world. 
We dwell upon what Calvary means to us. But do we 
ever consider what Calvary and the empty tomb mean 
to Christ? 

Even if you and I had never lived, Jesus Christ would 
have died. Even if there had been no human race, sin 
in the universe would still make an atonement neces- 
sary. In our mind’s eye, too often we see the drama 
of redemption with ourselves and our salvation at the 
center of the stage, all else being relegated to the back- 
ground. We are essentially self-centered, and the trag- 
edy of much present-day Christianity is that it reflects 
the materialistic, commercial egocentricity of this age. 

(Continued on page 36, column 2) 





